
 

 

Inverurie West Church Morning Worship - Dec 4 2022 
 
Welcome & News 
 
Thank you for joining Sunday worship with Inverurie West Parish Church. Whether you are 
joining us online or on-site; as a newcomer, occasional visitor, or regular, we are delighted 
to have you with us. This morning we celebrate the second Sunday in Advent and consider 
what Esther can teach us about how to turn hope into action.  
 
Call to worship and lighting of Advent Candle 
 
Our God and saviour has called us 
For such a time as this 
We have been called to speak, to act, to bring change 
For such a time as this.  
We gather to strengthen and encourage one another 
For such a time as this  
 
Tell out my soul (CH4 286) 
 
Opening prayer (including the Lord’s prayer) 
 
Our heavenly father 
May your holy name be honoured 
May your kingdom come 
May your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
 
Give us today what we really need 
Forgive us the wrong we do  
as we forgive those who wrong us 
 
Lead us away from temptation 
Keep us safe from evil  
 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours forever 
Amen 
 
Intro to the Word  
 
Reading 1: Esther 4: 1-17 read by Kenneth Gray 
 
4 When Mordecai learned of all that had been done, he tore his clothes, put on sackcloth 
and ashes, and went out into the city, wailing loudly and bitterly. 2 But he went only as far 
as the king’s gate, because no one clothed in sackcloth was allowed to enter it. 3 In every 
province to which the edict and order of the king came, there was great mourning among 
the Jews, with fasting, weeping and wailing. Many lay in sackcloth and ashes. 
4 When Esther’s eunuchs and female attendants came and told her about Mordecai, she 
was in great distress. She sent clothes for him to put on instead of his sackcloth, but he 
would not accept them. 5 Then Esther summoned Hathak, one of the king’s eunuchs 
assigned to attend her, and ordered him to find out what was troubling Mordecai and why. 
6 So Hathak went out to Mordecai in the open square of the city in front of the king’s gate. 
7 Mordecai told him everything that had happened to him, including the exact amount of 



 

 

money Haman had promised to pay into the royal treasury for the destruction of the Jews. 
8 He also gave him a copy of the text of the edict for their annihilation, which had been 
published in Susa, to show to Esther and explain it to her, and he told him to instruct her to 
go into the king’s presence to beg for mercy and plead with him for her people. 
9 Hathak went back and reported to Esther what Mordecai had said. 10 Then she 
instructed him to say to Mordecai, 11 “All the king’s officials and the people of the royal 
provinces know that for any man or woman who approaches the king in the inner court 
without being summoned the king has but one law: that they be put to death unless the 
king extends the gold scepter to them and spares their lives. But thirty days have passed 
since I was called to go to the king.” 
12 When Esther’s words were reported to Mordecai, 13 he sent back this answer: “Do not 
think that because you are in the king’s house you alone of all the Jews will escape. 14 For 
if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another 
place, but you and your father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you have come 
to your royal position for such a time as this?” 
15 Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: 16 “Go, gather together all the Jews who are in 
Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my attendants 
will fast as you do. When this is done, I will go to the king, even though it is against the 
law. And if I perish, I perish.” 
17 So Mordecai went away and carried out all of Esther’s instructions 
 
No wind at the window (CH4 287) 
 
Reflection Part 1 
 
Reading 2: Matthew 5: 13-16 
 
“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty 
again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. 
14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do 
people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives 
light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that 
they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 
 
Longing for light (CH4 543)  
 
Reflection Part 2 
 
Prayer  
 
I, the Lord of sea and sky  (CH4 251)  
 
The Grace 
 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.  
 
Blessing 
 
News 
 



 

 

Celebration of Gordon Presbytery - tonight we will be celebrating the life of Gordon 
Presbytery as it is brought to a close to make way for the new Presbytery of the North East 
and Northern Isles. All are welcome to join the service at Kintore Parish Church at 630pm.  
 
Advent Art - Sharon Huxtable is looking for some coloured plastics to create an Advent 
piece to enhance our seasonal worship. She’s looking for plastic wrap that lets the light 
through, clear or coloured. Things like clear cellophane from around flowers or sweetie 
wrappers. Please speak to Sharon if you can help or have any questions!  
 
Female singers - Our music group is gathering a few singers to rehearse something to 
sing for our Advent/Christmas services. The pieces they are looking at are for female 
voices only. If you’re interested, please speak to Isla, Alison or Sharon  
 
Advent Children’s activities - if you know some small people who love a trail hunt, pick 
up one of our Nativity Trail maps. These will take you around 22 different businesses and 
churches in Inverurie town centre to locate the missing nativity figures! We also have some 
‘Jesse Tree’ kits (building up a picture of Jesus’ ancestors) - full colour or colour in 
versions available! Ask Rhona for more info. 
 
Kirk Session - next meeting is Thursday Dec 13 at 730 pm 
 
Foodbank Wish list - Many local people on the lowest incomes are being left with no 
option but to use the food bank. The newest figures from the Trussell Trust predict food 
banks across the UK are about to face the hardest winter yet. The local Foodbank is doing 
everything in their power to provide people with practical support and a warm, non-
judgmental welcome. This month they are currently in particular need of: tinned fish, 
tinned fruit, tinned custard, instant mash, tinned spaghetti/macaroni, 
jam/marmalade/chocolate spread 
 
Practical help - if you, or anyone you know need shopping, errands etc done. We have 
lots of volunteers keen to help. For assistance ring Joyce Petrie on 01467 620932 or email 
help@inveruriewestchurch.org  
 
For prayer requests, joys and concerns, or content which you would like shared on 
Sunday, please email Rhona on r.cathcart@inveruriewestchurch.org by Saturday night, or 
you can text her on her mobile.  
 
Donations to the work of the church (either nationally or to an individual congregation like 
ours) can be made online at https://cos.churchofscotland.org.uk/donate/1 
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