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REFLECTION
The following poem, featured in the Arabic & Scottish Poetry &
Story Event, was written collaboratively by members of Aberdeen's
Interfaith Group writing individual lines, then these being brought
to fruition by Alison Bell, creative writer. A wonderful example of
two cultures working together.
Together

معا

A moment in the hustle of life
We are all a collar of jasmine
We live together and wither
together

لحظة يف صخب الحياة
نحن جميعا كطوق الياسمي
نعيش معا

We breathe

ونذبل معا

We sit, we talk together

نتنفس

We enhance our lives
By sharing them

نجلس ونتحدث معا
نعزز حياتنا بعيشها معا

A bridge is a beautiful thing
Built from respect, from our
words
Our singing, our eating
Alone in crossing the bridge
We come together and become
one
In this time we have
Our years are the bridge

شء جميل
الجرس ي
ر
 من كلماتنا،االحتام
مبن من
ي
وغنائنا
.. وأكلنا
وحيدين يف عبورنا الجرس
نجتمع معا ونصبح واحدا
يف الوقت المتاح لنا
ه الجرس
سنواتنا ي

 كلمة انكلتية قديمة وأقرب مشابه لها ف العربية هو مفردة كتة وف ر: الغانزي األزرق:*
التاث
ي
ي
السكوتلندي هذه المفردة تخص الصيادين حيث كانت النسوة يطرزن أسماء الصيادين عليها حيث
.يمكن التعرف عليهم يف حال الغرق

From the West Manse
A week or two ago in church we sang the round ‘Rejoice
in the Lord always’ and it sounded fantastic. The
following week one of our members mentioned to me
that it had been in her head all week. We agreed that if you have
to have a tune or word stuck in your head all week then ‘rejoice’ is
a good one.
The thing I love about rounds is that they are cooperative. Sung
alone, the tunes are melodic and pleasant but they come to life
when sung in the round - everyone singing the same thing, but at
different times. They are simple, making it possible for almost
anyone to sing them, but they create deeply satisfying harmonies.
Growing up in a family of five girls, we often sang rounds - from
the Girl Guide classic ‘Campfire’s burning’ to old traditional tunes
like ‘Rose, Rose, Rose’. As well as providing enjoyment, the songs
helped train our ears in listening to one another and working in
harmony.
Sadly I had to miss the Scottish and Arabic poetry evening
recently, but I heard wonderful things about it and in particular
how lovely it was to see the two cultures working together
cooperatively.
Church life, lived well, should also be a life of complementary
tunes and harmonies - everyone singing the same basic refrain but
coming in and out at different times, listening to one another
before adding our own unique voice to the whole.
So often we make it more complicated than that. Some
complications are unavoidable when we are part of a large

institution undergoing big changes; when we have responsibilities
as a charity; when we have buildings and finance and people to
look after. And even if we didn’t have all those responsibilities, life
can be complicated - especially, it seems, these days.
The thing is, though, Paul didn’t write those words to the
Philippians ‘Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice’
in a context of an easy or simple life. I suspect Paul knew a good
deal about complicated emotions and situations, yet he still said,
“Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be
anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the
peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4: 4-7)
Some of us, hopefully, will be looking forward to a bit of summer
rest and refreshment. Others, because of challenging
circumstances, don’t know what the next few weeks will look like.
But whether you are on the path to rest, or still at the coalface,
Paul’s words hold true ‘The Lord is near’.
Rejoice in him. Join in the refrain whenever and however you can,
and the peace of God will weave its way into the harmonies we
create together.
Every blessing
Rhona

THE GUILD
“Wee Seeds, Big Trees” - isn’t that an
intriguing title for our new session!
The session will begin on Saturday 10
September with the Annual Gathering,
which will be live streamed from Edinburgh
to us at the West. As usual, we will welcome members from
Guilds all over the northeast, but make sure you note the
date in your diary. Start is 10:30 and finish is usually around
15:00 with a break for lunch (bring your own packed lunch).
It’s a good chance to hear from the Guild’s national leaders,
project partners and to enjoy a keynote speaker. All that and
worship too.
Our own monthly meetings will begin on Monday 12
September at our usual time of 14:00 and we look forward to
a varied programme, which will be itemised in the September
edition of Encounter. If you’d like any further information,
please speak to one of the team.
Remember, all are welcome – Guild member or not – you
could ask a friend to come with you!

Ann-Marie Coleman

SUMMER IN UBUNTU
The commitment to fair trade, eco-friendly and
sustainable products continues with the new summer
stock. (Images in online Encounter)
For the Bird and Bee and Garden Lover:
Acorn Shaped Bird Feeder - made with re-cycled brass
Driftwood Hanging Bird Table - natural colour – no dyes
Leather ‘Save Our Bees’ Money Box - embossed and cut by
master craftsmen
Garden Songbird - made from recycled oil drums and hand
painted
Terracotta Hedgehog Planter - The Jute Works, founded in 1973,
is one of the oldest Fair-Trade organisations in the world. Natural,
local raw materials are used throughout. Most of the artisans are
women in rural or slum areas.
And More:
'Dig In' Salad Servers - handmade in the shape of a garden spade
and fork.
Patchwork Backpack – made with re-cycled saris.
Elephant Coat Hook – made with re-cycled aluminium
Mango Wood Candlestick - hand-carved candlestick made from
eco-friendly sustainable mango
In anticipation of the warm weather arriving the ever-popular Batik
fans are back in stock.
If you are missing the bunting from the Jubilee, check out the vintage
style re-cycled sari and denim bunting in the shop. There is much
more to be found in Ubuntu, so if you are looking for a wedding or
birthday present, or to treat yourself or your garden, do come in and
have a look around.
Wishing you a lovely summer.

Anthea

Summer at the Acorn Centre
We have had much to celebrate already this
summer as well as lots to look forward to!
After our last article four young people doing
their Duke of Edinburgh Awards and two doing
Saltire Awards signed up for volunteering. Their willingness to gain
experience and learn is great to see and we look forward to working
with them in the future.
The Acorn Centre also marked the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee with plenty of decorations
and a special “Garden Party on a Plate”
offer. This was so well received we have
decided to do something similar for the
summer. Look out for our “Summer Picnic
Plate” complete with an alcohol free “G&T”!
Now, we all know that as soon as the kids go on holiday the weather
will probably take a turn for the worse, but if we DO have some nice
days you have the option to take away any of our cold food or cakes.
We’ll also be offering iced coffees and affogato (coffee over ice
cream) to make sure you can stay cool and get your daily caffeine
dose!
All this recent fine weather has the Community Garden bursting into
bloom and produce is already starting to make its way onto our
plates. Lettuce and parsley are already on stream and more veg is
ripening by the day. A huge thanks to the Garden volunteers for all
their hard work.
Pop-up Bistro – An IWC Fundraiser
Any of you who follow our Facebook page may have seen our Save
the Date post regarding our next fundraiser. Friday 26th August will
be a Sole2:Soul Food fish themed pop-up bistro. (A vegetarian
option will be available, but if you don’t like fish then perhaps give
this one a miss!)

Provisional menu is:
Cheesy Courgette Soup
Crab Timbale on a bed of Home Grown Lettuce with a Citrus Olive
Oil Dressing
--Lemon Sole with a Lemon and Parsley Butter
Baked Darne of Salmon with a Sweet & Sticky Glaze
Herb Crusted Cod & Potato Burger
Vegetable Wellington
--Trio of Desserts
Scottish Cheese Platter with Homemade Oatcakes
--Coffee & Tea
Priced at £20 per person, this three-course meal offers excellent
value and as in the past you can “Bring Your Own” (BYO) if you’d
like wine or beer, but soft drinks will be available from the counter
on the night. Bookings can be made via the Acorn Centre reception.
Pre-orders required by Saturday 18th August 2022 please.
VISIT TO THE COMMUNITY GARDEN
This is a photograph of
a visit to the garden by
the 5th Inverurie
Brownies.
The girls had a great
time planting seedlings
into pots for the
garden and also into
yoghurt pots to take
home.
Biff

KILT WALK
On a cool and blustery May morning
the Huxtable family walking team
found themselves at Potarch Green
with 1650 other walkers heading
towards Aberdeen 26 miles away. 9
hours later we were met by our
support team of Mel, Jude and Kieran
and walked the last mile together into
Duthie Park. We were tired but
otherwise unscathed.
We have been overwhelmed by everyone’s
generosity and are delighted to have raised
over £5000 pounds for RSABI, the Tom
Hunter foundation will top that up by 50%,
so it’s great that the charity that Richard
worked for will benefit by £7500.

I would like to convey
my thanks to all the
folk who kindly
donated, encouraged
and supported us all in
prayer, on our journey
as TeamHux and of
course more widely
over the last couple of years. We couldn’t have done it without
you ☺
Thank you from TeamHux

MAINLY MUSIC CELEBRATES its 10th BIRTHDAY!!

Over the years readers of Encounter will have seen pictures of
happy wee ones and relaxed, smiling mums!
Here is a little background
about the group. MM began
in New Zealand when two
mothers and children were
involved in community music
sessions. They saw the chance
to replicate this at their
church, but using Christian
songs, nursery rhymes and
fun songs for
children. This is the model we use today.
An important part of the session is to create time when snacks are
shared (in our case, delicious tea and cake from the Acorn Centre!),
followed by free play time amongst the children and
the volunteer helpers, while parents are free to socialise with other

adults. The group here in the West began
in 2012. Ian Groves had been given a
monetary legacy “for something musical”.
Simultaneously Jo Fraser’s niece, Barbara
Last, had started up MM in the NE, so our
group was born. Under Jane Fraser’s
leadership, folk stepped up and the fun began!
Original volunteers were Irene Jamieson, Pam Southall, Isla
MacLellan, Margaret Hearne, Pat McMorland, Jane Clark, then
Susan Rucklidge and Linda Mathers.
The original children are now approaching High School!
Families come from all parts of the Inverurie
area community and are not necessarily church
attendees. Even during the pandemic Jane kept
continuity by dancing round her kitchen with a
song and a puppet or two -she did over 50
sessions on Zoom! Sessions have also been run
in Keithhall Estate woods, picnics in Kellands
Park and, plans in the future to use the church
Community Garden.
Thus if you are in the cafe any term-time
Tuesday morning, and you hear singing and
laughter, you’ll know that MM is thriving still.
Here's to the next 10 years!.
(Additional pictures of the children in the
online Encounter)

ARABIC & SCOTTISH POETRY
& STORY EVENT
On Friday 24th June the delayed
Arabic & Scottish Poetry & Story Event took place. The evening
was organised by ‘The Friends of the Amal Project', the local
charity that supports New Scots families in Aberdeenshire.
It was a 'women only evening' and over 60 women attended to
listen to music, poems and stories in Doric and Arabic and to
sample some Scottish and Syrian baking! £100 was raised for the
UN's Earthquake Appeal in Afghanistan.
A number of participants contributed to
the event – including Jackie Ross (a wellknown proponent of the Doric Language)
and Khloud Ereksousi from Damascus
(see photo).

Gillian Shearer
(published poet
from Aboyne, exEnglish teacher
and mentor to
Friends of Amal)
contributed her
poem "The Blue
Gansey" and
Zahour read her poem “Then When?'

The Blue Gansey*
fits like a dream. Slipping it
down over my skin

الكنزة الزرقاء
. مثل الحلم، يا للروعة
تنزلق على جلدي

I feel her there–my mother,
and my mother’s kin.
She is spinning a yarn, her
voice carried across the sea
where magic stirs in her
fingertips and lightning
strikes.
There she made a girl-shape
out of me–
a spinning, winding, lowping
thing;

from mother to child,
grandmother to bairn
our DNA threads through
time and sea and place.

I could never wear it then,
hated
its scratchy coils against my
skin, its woollen might
binding me to a place I could
never call home–this place

. وأسالفي-أشعر بأمي
إنها تدور مغزل
وصوتها يسافر عبر البحر
حيث يتحرك السحر في أطراف أصابعه
 ضربها. ا كما لو أن برقا
هناك غزلتني
وصنعت مايشبه بنتا مني

 لألم واألحفاد، من الجدة
يتشابك حمضنا النووي
. عبر الزمان والبحر والمكان
، لم أستطع أبدا ارتدائها آنذاك
كرهت لفائفها الخشنة على بشرتي
قد يربطني صوفها بمكان
– ل يمكنني أبدا أن أسميه بيتا
هذا المكان
اآلن تتتبدى أمام عيني
حيث جلست جدتي بجانب

now unravelling before my
eyes where my grandmother
sat by a peat scented fire, her
hands like wands.

 يديها، نار معطرة بسراخس البحر
كالعصي السحرية
.

I wear it comfortable now,
scenting the salt thrash of sea
hearing the call of the gull,
and my grandmother’s hands

 متنشقة، أرتديها بمنتهى الراحة اآلن
رائحة ملح البحر
 ويدي جدتي، منصتة لنداء النورس
تغزل... تغزل

spinning…spinning. The
years unfurl, patterns emerge.
I am where my mother and
my mother’s kin once were

.  وتنبثق النقشات، تتكشف السنوات.
 حيث أمي وأقارب أمي ذات يوم،أنا
، كانوا يرتدون الكنزات مثل قارب

wearing my gansey like a
vessel, winding me seawards
with thoughts of home.

 و بأفكاري عن البيت،مبحرين بي

The New Scots ladies selected several of Nizzar
Quabbani's poems to be read on the night. He is one of
Syria's best known and best loved poets.
He was born in Damascus in 1923. He graduated from law
school in 1945 and pursued a diplomatic career which enabled him
to live in a number of capital cities including Madrid and London.
Throughout his long exile from Syria he never forgot Damascus
and wrote a famous poem called 'The Jasmine Scent of
Damascus' as a tribute to his home city.
A number of poems by him are provided in the online version of
Encounter.

When I love by Nizar Qabanni
When I love
I feel that I am the king of time
I possess the earth and everything on it
and ride into the sun upon my horse.
When I love
I become liquid light
invisible to the eye
and the poems in my notebooks
become fields of mimosa and poppy.
When I love
the water gushes from my fingers
grass grows on my tongue
when I love
I become time outside all time.
When I love a woman
all the trees
run barefoot toward me...

Love Compared by Nizar Qabbani
I do not resemble your other lovers, my lady
should another give you a cloud
I give you rain
Should he give you a lantern,
Iwill give you the moon
Should he give you a branch
I will give you the trees
And if another gives you a ship
I shall give you the journey.

Mother's poem by Nizar Qabbani
Good morning beauty,
good morning my beautiful saint.
Two years passed, mother,
since the boy who sailed on his legendary voyage
and hid inside his luggage
his country’s green morning,
it’s stars,
it’s rivers,
and all the red poppies.
He hid in his clothes jars of mint and Za’atar..
A Damasks night …
me alone…
the smoke of my cigarettes is fed up.
From me, my seat is fed up
and my sorrows are birds looking (still) for threshing
floor .
I get to know European women..
get to know emotions of cement and wood.
I get to know the culture of fatigue..
I cruised India and the Sindh.
I cruised the yellow world
I couldn’t find ..
a woman who combs my blond hair and carries in her bag ..
for me the sugary bread,
covers me up if I’m exposed and saves me if I fall..
my mother ..

Ah my mother..
I am the boy who sailed while in his mind lives the sugary
bread.
So how..
how, my mother, did I became a father…
and never grown up?

And the following is another of Gillian Shearer’s Poems
As my mother drifts from the shore

A day so happy you could call it
spring,
we are walking across the sands
my mother, the child, walks beside me

)أمي نهب النسيان(قصيدة عن مرض الزهايمر
يوم مبهج للغاية كأنه ربيعي
نسير عبر الرمال
 تمشي بجانبي،  ك طفلة، أمي

and I try to remember
the last time we walked like this–
we sat on the sea wall
and watched the fishing boats
sail out of the harbour,
the sea was calm and the beach was
empty, neither of us spoke–happy in
our shared silence.

أحاول أن أتذكر المرة األخيرة التي مشينا فيها هكذا
–جلسنا على الجدار البحري
وشاهدنا قوارب الصيد تبحر خارج الميناء
 لم يتحدث،  كان البحر هادئا وكان الشاطئ فارغا،
..أي منا
سعيدتين
.في صمتنا المشترك

You were wearing your blue bonnet
the one with the yellow bobble
that reminded me of a canary,
you were swaying back and forth,
your shoulders hunched making you
seemed smaller
as if the years wore away at you
like the sea nibbling at the shore.

كنت ترتدين قبعتك الرزقاء الصوفية
ذات التدويرة الصفراء
تلك التي ذكرتني بالكناري
 كنت تتمايلين،
، ذهابا وإيابا
كتفيك محنيتين
بدوت أصغر حجما
كما لو أن السنوات قد أكلتك
. كما يقضم البحر الشاطئ

The wind skirted across the sand
tossing it high and low
and it looked to me as if the whole
beach was moving,
I pulled you close, felt the bones of
you shrink as if some process within
you had already begun,
neither of us spoke–it was enough just
to be there.
I watched as your eyes charted the
empty horizon
each glance sending you further and
further from the shore from me.

كانت الريح تخاتل الرمال
وتقذفها عاليا وأسفال
، وبدا لي كما لو أن الشاطئ كله كان يتحرك
 شعرت أن عظامك تتقلص كما لو، سحبتك نحوي
أن داخلك كله يتحرك
.  كان يكفي فقط أن نكون هناك-  لم يتحدث أي منا،
شاهدت عينيك تمسحان األفق الفارغ
كل لفتة ترسلك أبعد وأبعد
من الشاطئ
.و مني

We’ve reached the end of a session that
has been a mixed bag. We started with
Covid restrictions still in place and we
finished with all restrictions lifted.
We have just had our Open Night at the Town Hall, where we
awarded the boys their badges and trophies for Best Boy/Best
Squad. We had the pleasure of Rev Carl Irvine coming along in his
role as Company Chaplain, and we also had former Aberdeenshire
Provost and church member Hamish Vernal with his wife Mo
along to be inspecting officer.
The evening went well with the boys all putting on a wee show for
parents. The Anchor Boys did a dance mash up, entering to the
Rocky Theme dressed in hoodies and dressing gowns to represent
the boxing gown and performing a mix of ‘500 miles, Baby Shark,
Time Warp, Cha Cha Slide, and the Macarina’. Then some of the
Anchors wanted to perform the chicken song and they did it using
Makaton which was brilliant to see.
We then had Company Section performing a skit that they were at
a camp needing the toilet and dancing about to an Irish jig.
Finally, we had the Juniors who decided to perform a game of
Ultimate Rock, Paper, Scissors.
We also decided to spend some of our fundraising on the boys
and took them to Skyline Inverurie on Saturday as a fun end of
session day out. It was a great day - the boys got to jump and
muck about for 90 minutes before they all got food at the end.
We pass on our thanks to Skyline for letting us in at such short
notice and also for their donation of two £10 vouchers which I am
sure we will include in the Christmas Raffle.

Finally we finished with the boys up at Kellands Park on Monday
evening for a game of rounders. Some of the boys are
disappointed we are stopping, but the leaders need a break as
well as they do.
We pass on our regards and thanks to Fergus Campbell, who has
hung up his Glengarry for the final time, and we wish him the very
best in the future. I personally would also like to thank the church
and my team of leaders as, without their help this year, it would
probably have been the end of the BB in Inverurie. They all
stepped up and managed to keep things going so well and made
the best of a mixed term with Covid and all the other challenges
we have had this year.
Thank you all so very much and we shall be back next session.
Michael Cochrane

Ways of connecting July/August 2022
Worship continues on Sundays both in-person
and online at 10 o’clock.
If you are worshipping from home during July
you can connect as usual via the West church
website and YouTube channels or access the service by phone on
01467 343790 (calls are charged at local rates).
Please note that our shared summer services start at 10 am!
During July they will in the West Church building and in August
they will be in St Andrew’s.
Sunday 3 July

10 am Joint Worship at the West led by Rhona
and Carl
Hospitality time after the service
Family picnic and kite making in Kellands Park
after the service

Sunday 10 July

10 am Joint Worship at the West led by Rhona
Hospitality time after the service

Sunday 17 July

10 am Joint Worship at the West led by Rhona
Hospitality time after the service

Sunday 24 July

10 am Joint Worship at the West led by Rhona
Hospitality time after the service

Sunday 31 July

10am Joint Worship at the West led by Carl
Hospitality time after the service

Sunday 7 August

10am Joint Worship at St Andrew’s led by Carl
Hospitality time after the service

Sunday 14 August 10 am Joint Worship at St Andrew’s led by
Rhona
Hospitality time after the service
Encounter

If you have any material for Encounter please
email encounter@inveruriewestchurch.org by
Wed 17th August.

Sunday 21 August 10 am Joint Worship at St Andrew’s led by Carl
Hospitality time after the service
Sunday 28 August 10 am Joint Worship at St Andrew’s led by Carl
and Rhona
Hospitality time after the service
Please note upcoming September date for the Bennachie Bike
Ride is 17 September.
The Prayer Group continues to meet regularly on a Thursday
morning. Prayer requests can be sent to
olive.duncan@hotmail.co.uk or duncan.linda1@btinternet.com
CHURCH CONTACT ADDRESS - Our contact email address
for those looking for help with collection/delivery of supplies or
medication is help@inveruriewestchurch.org.

WHO’S WHO AT THE WEST
Minister

Rev Rhona Cathcart

Session Clerks

Mark and Gillian Paterson

620285

r.cathcart@inveruriewestchurch.org

625675

sessionclerk@inveruriewestchurch.org

Church and Acorn Centre
Administration
Church Officer

Judith Will
admin@inveruriewestchurch.org
Kenneth Gray
kennethgray@hotmail.co.uk

670850
620658

Rollkeeper

Ann-Marie Coleman

Life & Work

Irene Jamieson

Safeguarding Coordinators

Valerie Napier
Gail Buchan

623279
622145

Transport Co-ordinator
Acorn Centre
Management Team
Environmental Matters
Team

Linda Mathers
Laura Gray

622586

Fabric Team

Jim Lyle

Finance Team

rollkeeper@inveruriewestchurch.org
irenejamieson@live.co.uk

lauragray25@btinternet.com

Joy Doorghen
doorghens@hotmail.com
jimlyle@hotmail.co.uk
Alan Sharp sharp3@btinternet.com

Treasurer

Alison Blair

Committed Giving
Envelopes
Gift Aid

Cindy Farquhar
Cindyfarquhar25@yahoo.com
Mandy Aitken

Junior Church Team

Biff Barrow

Pastoral Care Team

Rev Rhona Cathcart

Social/Fundraising Team

620378

treasurer@inveruriewestchurch.org

mandyaitken@sky.com

biff.barrow@tiscali.co.uk
r.cathcart@inveruriewestchurch.org

Joyce Petrie
joycepetrie21@hotmail.com

620658
620823
624159

620677

07532
487788

623096
620285
620932

CONGREGATIONAL ROLL
Funerals:
Sheena Miller (Dist.38)
Ian Matthew (Dist.35)
Margaret Will
Gordon Rennie (Dist. 14)

7 June 2022
28 June 2022
31 May 2022
27 May 2022

Please advise the Roll Keeper of any change of address:
rollkeeper@inveruriewestchurch.org

FLOWER CALENDAR JULY/AUGUST
(Convenors – Margaret Sangster/Joan Feltham)

July

August

3rd Linda Duncan

7th

10th Sharon Huxtable

14th Eleanor Mitchell

17th Eleanor Mitchell

21st Joyce Petrie

24th Morag Mitchell

28th Alan and Alison Sharp

Joan Feltham

31st Robert and Hazel Newton

Thanks to all who donate, arrange, or deliver flowers.
------------------------------------------------------------------------We strive in Encounter to respect intellectual property rights. If
you read or see anything which you feel infringes your copyright,
please contact encounter@inveruriewestchurch.org, and the
material will be removed immediately from the electronic version
of the magazine.

