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 “All are welcome in this place” 

These words are so appropriate as we celebrate the 10th 

Anniversary of the Acorn Centre.  This hymn, which we 

all enjoy singing, so aptly expresses our aims of 

inclusion, friendship, and hospitality to all. 

 (Text: Marty Haugen) 
 

 

Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely 
live, 
a place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to 
forgive. 
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith and 
vault of grace; 
Here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this 
place. 

Let us build a house where hands will reach beyond the 
wood and stone 
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, and live the Word 
they’ve known. 
Here the outcast and the stranger bear the image of God’s 
face; 
let us bring an end to fear and danger: 
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this 
place. 

Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and 
visions heard 
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed as words 
within the Word. 
Built of tears and cries and laughter, prayers of faith and 
songs of grace, 
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: 
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this 
place. 

 



From the West Manse 

 

Itôs probably not surprising that I am thinking about 

anniversaries. As I write, it is almost exactly a year 

since I moved into the Manse and by the time you 

read this I will have been your minister for a full year. Iôll also 

have celebrated another first for me - blessing the Don River 

alongside the local anglers. It seems a fitting way to celebrate 

having been part of the parish and the town for a full cycle of 

seasons. 

 

This month we are also going to be celebrating ten years since the 

redesign of the worship space and the opening of the Acorn Centre. 

Alison Sandison, who is making a short film for our anniversary, 

asked me the other day if it felt any different walking into the 

buildings now than a year ago. I replied that there was a deepening 

of the sense of home. A year ago that was a new home to settle 

into, now it is a home full of things and people to recognise and 

love. There is a comfortable familiarity, but still, I hope, a sense of 

adventure and anticipation of what God may have around the 

corner for us.  

 

One of the things we see, particularly in the Old Testament, is a 

longing for a settled home for the people of Israel. Over centuries 

they developed ways of celebrating home and identity, even as a 

wandering people, through shared festivals. A lovely Jewish 

festival, which has a resonance for us at this time of year is 

Passover. The story of Godôs great rescue of the people of Israel 

from slavery is also part of our faith history as Christians. It was at 

a Passover meal, just before his walk to the Cross began, that Jesus 

spoke the first words of communion, re-interpreting the traditional 

cups of blessing as his body and blood.  

 

This time last year I was writing about my dining table. A year on I 

am delighted to be writing about a shared table in the form of a 

type of Christian Passover or óSederô meal and service at the West 



Church on Maundy Thursday as part of our Holy Week services. 

As Michelle Guinness writes, re-invented celebrations such as 

these are part of ógetting a bigger Godô - one who encompasses 

both Old and New Testament and can enable us to integrate the 

sacred and the secular.  After all, what could be holier than sharing 

an all-age meal, celebrating our faith history, and exploring what 

Godôs promises mean for us - all at the same time?  

 

Perhaps you will be able to join us, or perhaps, as we explore 

Godôs promises in our Lent services, you will find another shared 

table around which to chat, to eat, and to remember the greatest 

promise of all, that óGod so loved the world that he gave his one 

and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but 

have eternal lifeô (John 3: 16). 

 

Every Blessing 

 

Rhona 

 

10th Anniversary Celebration 

 

On Sunday March 11th we will 

be celebrating 10 years since we 

began worship in the newly 

redesigned space, and opened the 

Acorn Centre.  If you know 

someone who was involved or interested in the rebuild, please do 

invite them to join us for this celebration service at the usual time 

of 11am. (For those who canôt make it, remember you can now 

also watch online).  Afterwards, all are warmly invited to a light 

anniversary lunch in the hospitality area. There will also be an 

exhibition of old and new photographs to enjoy, and an anniversary 

film. 

  



 Seed Funding Initiatives  

 
Here are the responses we got to our request for 

information on individual efforts for the seed 

challenge: 

" I did some baking, invited family and friends 

to a coffee morning and afternoon tea and charged them £5 each. 

They also bought the extra baking from the sales table, making a 

great total for the Seed challenge initiative." Doreen Tough. 

"I made brain teaser puzzles from as far as possible recycled wood 

and scrap parts. I have to admit that they sold very well and far 

outstripped my personal target. Carol counts her blessings daily 

and so she has put aside some money every time she counted the 

blessings she has. We both enjoyed the challenge and were 

surprised at the total amount raised." Fred and Carol Barber. 

 

"At the time I was on maternity leave 

with my little girl Sophie. In the last 

couple of years I had taken up the 

hobby of sewing, and when Rhona 

mentioned the Fundraising 

Initiative during a service I thought 

I could use my skill to sew 

something out of fabrics I could 

buy to raise some money. I love 

seeing my little girl in baby 

headbands so I decided to sew some baby bow 

headbands and sell them to my mummy friends who 

bought them for their little girls or people they knew. I also used 

social media to showcase pictures of the different fabrics I had and 



mums could accessorize them by asking me to sew on buttons and 

embellishments. I really enjoyed the challenge and using my 

sewing skills to make something pretty for little girls and raise 

some money for Inverurie West!" Ashley Simpson. 

"My idea for the Seed Challenge was to make bags of story stones 

- small painted pebbles with different pictures on them (dogs, cars, 

rainbows, pencils) that could be used to encourage imaginative 

storytelling. I had enough materials for around 12 bags and I 

thought that was a manageable number. I also thought I would post 

the stones on Facebook to see if any of my friends might like to 

buy a set ... In the end, my mum and I made 92 bags - 1,840 stones! 

Needless to say, I had to restock my supplies a few times! I'd like 

to say a huge thanks to my mum who not only helped me paint and 

varnish lots of the stones, she also made every single bag. Thank 

goodness, really - my sewing skills would definitely have delayed 

our progress! We finished the final order this week and 

surprisingly, I'm not sick of painting yet -though orders are still 

closed for now!" Alison Sandison. 

"I made Christmas Decorations from craft materials.  I also knitted 

Christmas hats and scarves for small teddy bears.  I used the seed 

money to buy three different kinds of glue, PVA, UHU and 

Superglue. These were the only items I bought, as all the other 

materials were part of projects I 'was going to do some day' but 

never did.  Really pleased the Seed Challenge gave me the 

incentive to finally finish the craft items and put them to good use." 

Caroline Campbell. 

 

"For the Seed Challenge I took my £5 to my Guides. We asked the 

Guides for ideas and they decided they would like to make craft 

items to sell. We added a twist in that they had to stay silent while 

making the crafts. We raised some extra money by parents 

sponsoring the Guides to be silent. Parents and relatives came 

along to buy the crafts which, combined with the sponsored 

silence, raised £72.30." Irene Jamieson. 



 GUILD REPORT  

 

The Guild met on Monday the 12th of February at 2pm 

in the chapel. After business and worship, our speaker 

for the afternoon was introduced.  

Katie Maclean from Aberdeenshire Council is the 

Refugee Resettlement Co-ordinator for the shire. Katie informed us 

that at present there are 65 million displaced persons in the world.  

Aberdeenshire has housed and continues to support 29 refugee 

families comprising a total number of 103 people.  Ten more 

families are due to arrive in March.  These families have been 

housed in privately owned houses for rent in Inverurie, Kintore and 

Ellon. It was very humbling to hear about their emotional times as 

they made long journeys to arrive safely at their destination. The 

ñNew Scotsò as they like to call themselves have adapted very well 

to the north east, taking up work, school and college places. 

Biff Barrow, whom we all know, also spoke about the hope of 

setting up activities (knitting, sewing, crochet etc) especially for 

the women and asked if the Guild through the church could help.  

Biff also mooted an idea of setting up of a conversation club in 

Inverurie, to help build confidence in English.  One has been set up 

in Ellon Parish Church and is very popular. Of course, the Guild 

members said YES, so watch this space for more information.  It 

was a very enjoyable and informative afternoon for all. 

 

Future meetings: 

Tuesday 13th March  7.30 pm. - Topic is óMalawi Fruitsô. 

Saturday 17th March  2-4 pm. - Afternoon tea with a Nearly New 

Sale in the church hall. 

Saturday 24th March 9.45-12 noon - Guild theme Training Day in 

the Chapel.  Cost for this is £4 and includes refreshments.  Names 

should be given to Margaret Harrow by the 13th of March.   

   

Margaret Harrow. 



Ubuntu - Fairtrade Fortnight: 

Feb 26th - March 11th 

 

For many people Fairtrade 

Fortnight is like any other 

calendar date - something that is thought 

of only once a year. However, here at The West and from the very 

inception of the Acorn Centre, it has been very much part of our 

everyday life. So how do we encourage more people to share this 

attitude? 

 

This year the theme is ñOpening 

Doors to Fairtradeò and invites 

people to ñCome on inò. There are 

still so many preconceptions about 

which Fairtrade products are 

available, with the assumption being 

that it is limited to bananas, chocolate 

and coffee - but it is so much more. 

Cotton, rice, paper, furniture, 

artisan crafts and even gold are all 

available through Fairtrade suppliers. 

The work of the Fairtrade Foundation 

helps these producers to make their 

products sustainable, environmentally 

friendly, as well as ethically 

sourced.  Working with many co-

operatives, they ensure that the 

farmers and workers are not only 

getting a fair price for their goods but 

also are able to re-invest and develop their businesses, thereby 

reducing their dependency on others. 

Opening your door to Fairtrade has a real impact on our producers. 

It opens their doors, not only to the basics such as food, shelter, 



clean water and sanitation, but also to personal development, 

independence and, as our poster shows, education. 

During Fairtrade Fortnight we here in The West aim to showcase 

the wide variety of products available, not only in Ubuntu, but also 

throughout the centre, including recipe ingredients and taster bowls 

- always very popular! We hope this will encourage our customers 

and visitors to try and to buy as many Fairtrade products as 

possible. 

 

Soé     Come on in!! 

 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS 

The Environmental matters team wish to 
say a big thank you to Aileen MacAskill and Margaret Crawford, 
who are stepping back after over 7 years’ service. This leaves a 
space for anyone who loves God’s Creation and wants to care for. 
We also serve our church in big ways like caring for the church 
garden, or, little ones like avoiding plastic drinking straws.  We 
encourage us all to make links between our Christian faith and 
environmental concerns. If you want to find out more speak to Joy 
Doorghen or any of the team. 

Joy Doorghen 

 

 

 

 

 

  



JUNIOR CHURCH – PITSCURRY PROJECT 

 

On Sunday 18th February the Junior Church held a soup and sweet 

lunch to raise funds for its current project ï Pitscurry.  The lunch 

raised £310 bringing the total raised by the project to date to 

approximately £1500.  Many thanks to all who have supported the 

Junior Church in raising funds for this very worthwhile Project. 

 

The Pitscurry Project is a garden & café attraction in rural 

Aberdeenshire. Supported by the Pitcaple Environmental Project 

and run by Aberdeenshire Council, the extensive gardens and 

walkways are open to the public. 

The Pitscurry site is a community gardening project that provides 

new opportunities and work experience for adults with disabilities 

in the Garioch area of Aberdeenshire. Work at the site is based on 

organic principles and the project is committed to the production 

and use of renewable energy.   The gardens have many surprises in 

store for visitors with sculptures created by local artists and service 

users.  

 

As I am sure anyone who has had lunch at The Buzzard Café at the 

site will agree this provides another compelling reason to visit.   

 

 

  



Memories of the West Kirk Redevelopment Project.  

(Laura Gray & Eleanor Mitchell) 
 

We are now celebrating our 10th anniversary in our ñnewò building 

but it literally took us years to get to the point of the 

redevelopment.  

At a Session Meeting way back in the early 2000s we discussed the 

Church of Scotlandôs ñChurch without Wallsò project and its 

recommendations that we should think ñbigò and ñtake risksò. We 

were at that point considering upgrading the church hall facilities 

and somehow that moved on to redeveloping the church building 

instead! It seemed a great vision for the future! 

It was also realised that we could not attempt to carry out this 

project without the support of the whole congregation. Through 

presentations, meetings and even drama we tried to ñpaint a 

pictureò of how the building could be used. Naturally, there were 

some who were not completely sold on the idea of altering the 

church building but they reluctantly went along with the 

enthusiasm and wishes of the majority. When we had a ñpledging 

serviceò to gauge the support within the congregation we were 

overwhelmed at the response. 

We were also fortunate that we had members of the congregation 

who were ready to use their talents to take on the monumental 

tasks that were necessary to enable the whole project to come to 

fruition. 

One concern was where we would meet during the conversion. The 

Council very kindly agreed that we could use the Assembly Hall at 

Inverurie Academy, except during exam time when we would have 

to meet elsewhere. This seemed a good idea as we would be able to 

have our teas and coffees after the services in our own hall as 

normal, so, despite meeting in various venues over the 15 months 

we were out of our building the numbers attending the Sunday 



services never fell! We certainly were well supported by the 

congregation. 

There was a project development team dealing with all the day to 

day issues and they took advice from various members of the 

congregation when it came to fitting the Centre out. One of the 

stumbling blocks was the lift. It became very clear that the size of 

the lift was causing concern and we would have to make sure that it 

was fit for purpose.  

Members of the development team visited various community 

groups to tell them about our project and our hopes that we would 

become a ñChurch in the Heart of the Community with the 

Community at its Heartò. 

There was a church competition to find a name for the Centre and 

later another for the design of the Logo. The Academy art 

department used us as a subject for its 6th form exams, to paint a 

picture to encapsulate the ethos of our Centre. The three winning 

pictures still hang in the Centre today. 

Anything from our old building that could be recycled was kept 

and put to use. The counters in the Centre are made from the old 

pews. The pews that werenôt required were sold off to members of 

the congregation to raise some more funds! I (Elinor) bought one 

but then some months later I got a request to return it, if it wasnôt 

being used, as it was required to finish one of the counters! 

The wrought iron railings which used to hold the bannister on the 

steps up to the pulpit were integrated into the fronts of the counters. 

(These railings had been gifted to the church originally by the late 

John Taylor of Versatile Steel Works). 

Upstairs in the Sanctuary the church organ pipes are still where 

they were. The pews in the balcony are still as they were and now 

we can all see and appreciate the beautiful original rose window. I 

can still remember walking into the new Sanctuary for the first 

time and the sense of ñWowò ï the light, the space, the organ pipes 

and the reflections of the stained glass bouncing off the walls. 



We had an Open Day on the weekend before we moved back into 

the ñnewò building.  I felt that the project had been a great success 

when one of our members of Session, who was very much against 

the development, came upstairs to the worship area and said that 

we were right;  it was worth all the effort and, better than that, it 

still felt like the West Kirk! 

At various stages during the project we talked about the risks ï 

financial risks, risks that the building wouldnôt be used and risks 

that the congregation wouldnôt feel part of the development. 

However, we were reminded that the biggest risk was to do 

nothing. Together we needed the courage to take a ñLeap of Faithò 

ï and what a good thing we did! 

hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊƛǎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ΨbŜǿ .ǳƛƭŘΩ 

Since the Acorn Centre was opened, a total of £43,585 has been 

disbursed in small grants to local community groups. This money 

comes solely from tips donated by customers at the Centre, after 

the deduction of a small sum to cover an annual "thank you" 

evening for the hard-working volunteers.  Groups who have 

benefited include scouting and guiding packs, music groups, 

WRVS, playgroups, youth clubs and other charities such as Chest, 

Heart and Stroke, Marie Curie Cancer Care and Alzheimer 

Scotland, to name but a few.  

 

The Acorn Centre has provided space for church committees to 

meet, as well as community groups such as Parkinsons' Support 

and MS support, and hosted church social evenings such as quiz 

nights and the very popular Scottish and Italian evenings.  It also 

offers opportunities for young people to work towards their Duke 

of Edinburgh Awards. 

 

The upstairs space has been used not only as a worship space, 

but for concerts by Inverurie Music, Inverurie Wind Band, 

Inverurie Choral Society and Inverurie Orchestra, Aberdeen 

International Youth Festival and many other performers. 



 
 
Finally, some pictures to 
illustrate the transformation of 
the Church from the old interior 
and entrance to the church … 

  

  

through the time the 

congregation were sent 

óback to schoolô to 

worship é 

to the current bustling 

activity in the Acorn 

Centre. 



XL - Explore Life -  Update. 

Suzi Sherriffs works on a one-to-one basis supporting individual 

teenagers who have been identified by Inverurie Academy, and the 

local churches support her work. She runs several 

support/friendship groups to raise young peoplesô self-esteem.  

The project has now established an online newsletter where you 

can read about some of the fascinating things which are being done 

as part of Suziôs work with young people.  The link to the 

newsletter is http://eepurl.com/djJSlr and anyone can sign up.  

Two interesting initiatives are briefly described 

below: 

Breakfast Club. This is a pilot and is needing 

volunteers. If anyone is able to spare half an hour, 

sharing a bowl of cereal with a few teens, then please 

let Suzi know. 

 

Storytelling - Conflict. Tuesday mornings 

are devoted to creative pursuits. One 

student is exploring means of resolving 

conflict by way of creating a Stop-Motion 

Animated film. A script, a set, lego 

characters and a film have been created. Suzi says that the work put 

into this has been ñstaggeringò.  Again more detail can be provided 

by Suzi for anyone who would like to be involved. 

 Suzi can be contacted at siouxse@gmail.com  

  

http://eepurl.com/djJSlr
mailto:siouxse@gmail.com


Knitting for Nkhoma - Hilary Sylvester-Evans 

A Big Thank You to all our knitters, who took away patterns 
for Fish and Chip tops, baby items, children's jumpers, hats, 
Izzy Dolls, etc., and to those who crochet blankets, and very 
cleverly adapt the knitted patterns into crochet - thank you, 
Kelly!  The 
response was 
wonderful.  

The good news is 
that goods are 
being transported 
to Malawi again 
from this part of 
Scotland, this 
time using The Banana Box Trust, a charity which takes 
goods packed in - you guessed it - banana boxes, and 
conveys them in shipping containers to Malawi, thereby 
saving a lot of space.  When I delivered the last 14 bags full 
of knitted and crocheted evidence of much labour of love to 
Alford, I saw how the boxes were filled, covered with their 
lids, stacked and then left to sit with weights on top for a few 
days to settle in order to get the maximum amount in.  

Boxes are now being retained by local supermarkets for this 
purpose.  A consignment 
from all over our area will 
have left Alford to get down 
to Dundee for shipment by 
the time you read this 
article.  

There are also patterns for 
teddies and African dolls for 
anyone interested.  It has 
been proven that sick 



children with something to cuddle often show faster rates of 
recovery and physical progress than those who don't.  For 
some children, this may be the only toy they ever 
own.  These patterns are also available at the church 
reception desk. 

You may be interested to know Hilary can also convey 
knitted hats to the Seafarers' Centre by Aberdeen Harbour, 
where anyone coming into the centre can take a hat. 

Ask at the desk for this pattern also, if you are 
interested.  The Port Chaplain says he has been told it is a 
straightforward pattern, although he hasn't tried it himself! 

 

The Gathering and Christian Aid Week 
 

A Christian Aid meeting focusing on the efforts of 

Christian Aid partners in Bolivia to stand up to 

climate change, overcome inequality and fight injustice will be 

held at Holborn Church in Aberdeen on Thursday, 1st March 

between 10 am and 1 pm. The Head of Christian Aid Scotland, 

Sally Foster-Fulton, will talk about new ways to support Christian 

Aid's work.  Please contact the Glasgow office to confirm 

attendance glasgow@christian-aid.org or telephone 0141 221 7475. 

 

Christian Aid week is 13th-19th May! Start laying aside books 

for the Book Sale, and honing your baking skills! New volunteers 

always needed for house-to-house and street collections. 

 

Hazel Newton 

 

  



  
 

Thursday March 1st ï 10am-1pm Talk by he Head of 

Christian Aid Scotland, Sally Foster-Fulton.  Holborn 

Church, Aberdeen 

February 26th – March 11th ï Fairtrade Fortnight 

Sun. 11th March 11 am - 10th Anniversary Service and lunch 

Tuesday 13th March ï 7.30 pm ï Guild talk on óMalawi Fruitsô 

Saturday 17th March ï 2pm ï 4pm ï Guild afternoon tea with a 

nearly new sale in the Church Hall 

Saturday 24th March ï 9.45 am -12 noon ï Guild theme training 

day in the Chapel 

Monday 26th March ï Friday 30th March ï Holy Week Services 

May 13th – 19th ï Christian Aid week 

 

CAN YOU HELP? 

The Resettlement Team for out ‘New Scots’ is looking for: lamps; 
towels; duvet/pillow covers; blankets/throws and various 
toiletries for the next phase of new arrivals. (Please note ς 
nothing else as storage space is limited) 

The Foodbank is particularly short of the following items: small 
puddings (individual jellies/fruit); powdered milk; instant mash; 
cereal bars; sponge puddings; toothpaste and toothbrushes; 
shaving gel/foam and razors.  Items can be dropped off at the 
Acorn Centre. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
We strive in Encounter to respect intellectual property rights. If you read or 

see anything which you feel infringes your copyright, please contact 



encounter@inveruriewestchurch.org, and the material will be removed 

immediately from the electronic version of the magazine. 


