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Reflection
The Church of Scotland has designated September as the
Season of Creation. The marvels of God’s creation are
beautifully expressed in this extract from Psalm 104.
Praise the Lord, oh my soul
He makes springs pour water into the ravines;
it flows between the mountains.
They give water to all the beasts of the field;
the wild donkeys quench their thirst.
The birds of the air nest by the waters,
they sing among the branches.
He waters the mountains from his upper chambers;
the earth is satisfied by the fruit of his work.
He makes grass grow for the cattle,
and plants for man to cultivate bringing forth food from the earth:
wine that gladdens the heart of man,
oil to make his face shine,
and bread that sustains his heart.

Images are of the stained glass roundels in the porch of St Mary’s
Church, Edvin Loach, Herefordshire.

From the West Manse
It’s been a summer (and autumn) of weddings for
me, with one in June, two in July/August and
another two coming up in October. It’s a pleasure
and a privilege to conduct weddings, even if the timings
sometimes play havoc with my plans for annual leave!
One of the things I enjoy in the lead up to the weddings is getting
to know the couples and hearing something of their stories - how
they met, and so forth.
In one of my staggered bits of annual leave this summer I ran
across another kind of story - a story of survival against the odds.
I ran across the account of the Neptune II while I was in
Tobermory, during a brief break on Mull. The three masted
schooner set off from St John’s Newfoundland in November 1929
for what was supposed to be a twelve hour journey across
Bonavista Bay. Instead, storm winds drove them further and
further into the Atlantic and they wound up 48 days later off the
West Coast of Scotland. There, the fortunate passing of another
vessel bound for St Kilda prevented them coming to grief at
Ardnamurchan Point. Amazingly the eleven on board, including
one female passenger, the boatswain’s wife, all survived the
journey.
According to the records the ship’s company prayed regularly,
ending always with “Better tomorrow, please God”.
Of course prayers don’t guarantee a happy ending, whether we
are telling a story of romance or one of survival. But there is
something powerful in the simplicity of ‘Better tomorrow, please

God’. It’s a prayer which combines faith and realism. Realism
ensured the ship’s company did everything possible to ensure
survival through hard work and sacrifice. Faith gave them the
strength to hope that maybe, just maybe, tomorrow would be
better.
The bible is full of stories of survival in the present and hope for
the future. From September this year we are going to try dipping
into what is known as the narrative lectionary - a pattern of
weekly readings which flow from old to new testament during
each year of a four year cycle. We’ll be picking out relevant
themes along way. The cycle begins with a watery tale, that of
Noah, on Sunday September 11. We’ll be thinking about promise
and call, covenant and commandments, as we work our way
through a season of creation and call to action via some of our
foundational Old Testament passages.
As we do so, I hope we too can combine faith and realism, and in
doing so, bring hope to all our efforts to make a difference within
our community and beyond - whether our community kitchen
garden; the ‘warm bank’ we are planning to set up in the chapel
as a space for those struggling with heating costs this winter; the
Climate Matters Festival we are hosting in October; the
relationships we are making with other local organisations to
support those in need; and the day to day interactions that grow
from a faithful conviction that, God willing, there is indeed a
better tomorrow ahead.
Every blessing,
Rhona

THE GUILD “Wee Seeds, Big Trees”
We look forward to seeing you during the next session
of the Guild whether you’re a member, visitor or
friend – you are welcome!

Saturday
10 September

Monday
12 September
Monday
10 October
Sunday
16 October
Monday
14 November
Monday
12 December
Monday
9 January
Monday
13 February
Monday
13 March
Saturday
18 March
Monday 10 April
AGM

Live streaming in the West of the annual
gathering in Edinburgh
10:30 - 15:30
There will be a lunch break when
tea/coffee will be available but please
bring your own packed lunch
Neil & Christina Meyer: 'Camino de
Santiago'
Rhona Cathcart: 'Wee seeds, big trees'
West Fest / Harvest Bakes Stall after
church
Home for Good (Guild project)
Special Collection
Christmas celebration
Larry Young: QUIZ
Bring & Buy
OURSELVES
Morag Mitchell: 'Oberammergau'
SPRING AFTERNOON TEA
AGM
Ann-Marie Coleman: 'Walking the Jesus
Trail'

SENSATIONAL SEAFOOD!
Last month saw the return of our
Pop-Up Bistro in the Acorn Centre –
this time with a fishy theme. Our
menu focused on seafood supplied by Downies of
Whitehills and was a sell-out occasion. Feedback from
the customers was superb enjoying both the menu and
the lively atmosphere. Best of all we raised over £800 for the
Church! A huge thank you to those who supported the event, either
as customers or volunteers on the night. We are looking forward to
supporting the next fundraising event in November (see Larry’s
article later in this magazine) and planning another themed bistro
evening in the New Year.
All involved in the Acorn Centre, and everyone who attended the
evening would like to express heartfelt thanks to Mike who was
instrumental in organising and coordinating the bistro event
(despite his injuries from a cycling accident) and it wouldn't have
been possible without him.
Planning Ahead
As we move into a time of harvest and abundance
in the garden, the team are hard at work making
everything from soups and salads to jams and chutneys. There’s
nothing better than home grown food and customers are really
enjoying the freshness and zero food miles that the garden lets us
achieve. We are also working on our winter and Christmas menu
planning and will be working hard to minimise the cost increases
where we can throughout the business. It will be a great challenge
for sure and with financial pressures being felt everywhere, we will
do what we can to make sure we maintain good value offerings to
our customers.
The Acorn Centre Team

UBUNTU
The dreaded P-word. Plastic. Not only is it littering
our oceans and harming our wildlife but it crops up
in our cuppa. Several tea bag brands use polypropylene, a sealing
plastic, to keep their tea bags from falling apart. This plastic is not
recyclable or biodegradable so even when you put all your used
tea bags in the food waste or compost heap not all of it will be
broken down. In July Traidcraft rolled out plant-based teabags in
the Fair Trade Breakfast Blend and Earl Grey range (not decaf as
of yet) which is sustainable and biodegradable.
New from the Mayan people who also produce the ever-popular
worry dolls is the Owl Wisdom Messenger, a cute little ceramic
owl with notepaper to write your own message on. It is made in
Guatemala by a long-established handicraft business that provides
valued permanent employment. They also employ hundreds of
homeworkers who work in their spare time to make the
handicrafts as a useful addition to agricultural income.
For a thoughtful gift idea (or for yourself) check out the mango
wood memory box to keep reminders of that special occasion.
Hand crafted in Saharanpur, well known for wood carving and
mango production, the hand carved box has a wooden photo frame
lid and has been skilfully hand illustrated with an Aztec design.
New to Ubuntu, for chocolate and tea lovers, why not combine
both tastes with Traidcraft’s Earl Grey and White Chocolate bar.
Returning to the P word, look out for biodegradable glitter
arriving soon. Normal glitter takes hundreds of years to degrade.
This glitter is 100% plastic free and degrades quickly in the natural
environment. Perfect for hobbies, crafts and card making.
Anthea

A PRAYER FOR CREATION TIME
This prayer by the Rev David Coleman, chaplain of EcoCongregation Scotland, reflects on how we must love and respect
ourselves as beloved of God and live up to the promise of his
creation.
even when you're out of your
depth;

"Tread lightly!"
(says God.
Who having made the world
still dreams.
and sings
of lovely justice
glimpsed and yet to come
for all good creatures:
- life we share.)
"Love me, my love:
express in your embrace
of flesh and blood
of sky and soil
the care, esteem, and courage
that lovers need to see the dark
days through.
Come to me as a swim in the
autumn sea:
for I will carry, uphold, and
refresh you

though without respect and
awe
for God, the Earth, Yourself,
together,
you will have chosen danger;
you will have built on sand;
you will have trampled
fledgling life;
and burned, polluting, sacrifice
which was not yours to offer
on the altar of the Earth.
But there is beauty yet:
And Christ's forgiveness,
sharing:
hope that needs not wait to
hope,
and steps to take right now,
before day's end.
Yes, there are songs to sing on
journeys travelling lightly,
for we tread on dreams of God.
So be it.
Amen.
(Acknowledging ‘The cloths of
heaven' by W.B Yeats)

MAINLY MUSIC ‘SUMMER’ PHOTOGRAPHS
Mainly Music ran play dates in July and August – which, as seen in
the photographs, were hugely enjoyed by the children.
Remember - Mainly Music re-starts on Tuesday 30th August.

YEAR OF BIBLE STORIES
This month's story is that of the Sower and the Seed, and is
chosen by Irene Jamieson. It is taken from Mark, Ch 4 using the
NIV version.
Irene writes, “I chose this passage because although Jesus was
speaking about seeds being sowed in different types of ground
with varying results, he was referring to people and illustrating
how and where they hear the word will affect how they live it out
in their everyday lives”.
The Parable of the Sower
Again Jesus began to teach by the lake. The
crowd that gathered around him was so large
that he got into a boat and sat in it out on the
lake, while all the people were along the shore
at the water’s edge. 2 He taught them many
things by parables, and in his teaching said:
3
“Listen! A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As Sir John Everett Millais
he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds
came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not
have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow.
6
But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they
withered because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell among
thorns, which grew up and choked the plants, so that they did not
bear grain. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up, grew and
produced a crop, some multiplying thirty, some sixty, some a
hundred times.”
9

Then Jesus said, “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.”

"Hear ye! Behauld... “
Irene also liked a version rendered into Scots by
William Wye, published by Simon Cameron of the
New Hope Trust. The Scots dialect gives these weel-kent verses
strength and character, as befits a rural sawer o'seed!
"Hear ye! Behauld, a Sawer gied oot tae saw.
And it cam aboot as he sawed, some was strinkl't aside the fitroad, an the burdies cam and devoor't it.
And some fell on rocky bits whaur it faund little mool; and at aince
it brairdit, for that the mool was jimp.
And whan the sun raise heigh, it was a birsl't up, an for that it had
nae rute, it dwined awa.
And ither fell amang the thorns; and the thorns cam up, and
smoored it, and it brocht forth naething.
And ither fell intil the gude grun, and gied frute, risin up and
growin mair; and brocht forth to thretty-fauld, saxty-fauld, and a
hunner-fauld.
Wha has hearin tae hear, lat him hear!"

Climate Matters
The West Church is holding a Climate Matters
Festival on Friday October 7th to Sunday October
9th. There will be plenty for everyone to get
involved in. All ages are invited to learn how they
can make a difference through a wide range of
free activities including informative talks, handson workshops, environmental walks, ways to recycle and re-use,
and loads more. All to help us find ways to respond and act with
hope and commitment to the current climate challenges. Details
and booking information in the October Encounter Magazine.

WALK THE JESUS TRAIL (Anne-Marie Coleman)
At the end of October I will be walking the Jesus Trail from
Nazareth to Capernaum in support of the Nazareth Hospital and its
Pastoral Care team. The money raised through the Nazareth
Challenge will allow the hospital to recruit staff and train local
volunteers to continue their valuable work in providing emotional
and spiritual support to staff, patients and their families.
Hani Batheesh, one of their Coronavirus patients who benefitted
from the Pastoral Care Programme, said, “If I say thank you, that
won’t be enough. All I received was kindness, good care and full
attention. Thanks for giving me hope and providing excellent
treatment in this unique hospital.”
Many of you know that I am a committed supporter of the
Nazareth Hospital. Since my first bike ride 25 years ago I have
seen the many improvements our fundraising has brought into
being and witnessed, too, the tireless dedication of everyone there
– whatever their faith background. It is a place with one goal, to
care for the sick, and they do it together.
My ten bike rides over the years have shown me the Holy Land
from the saddle, but now I’m putting on my walking boots to
experience it from a totally different perspective - after all Jesus
didn’t have a bike!
If you would like to support me in supporting the hospital,
donations can be made by visiting:
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ANN-MARIECOLEMAN4

HEROES
Back in 2014, West Church elder and former drama
teacher Larry Young and a few of his 'drama pals'
mounted a production of the play The Great Train Race
as a fundraiser for the Church. So this is plenty of notice
to get dates in your diary for another West Church
fundraising production. This time the play is Heroes and Larry will
be accompanied by Graham Bett, another former drama teacher
(who was in The Great Train Race) and Malcolm Turner, who
has appeared in Inverurie in Spotlight Theatre productions as well
as in shows by other drama groups in the area.
Heroes introduces us to three ‘old soldiers’ from the First World
War who are now living in a French military retirement home. Set
in 1959, the three veterans Henri, Gustave and Philippe pass their
time grumbling about the staff, dreaming about young women, and
arguing over whether a statue of a dog is alive. One of them has a
piece of shrapnel in his head, one has a gammy leg and the other
suffers from agoraphobia. Might escape be their only option?
During the play, set on an outside terrace over a few weeks in
August and September, we gradually discover more about these
three men, their eccentricities, their follies and their quiet
desperation in a humorous but often poignant fashion.
As in the original professional production in 2005, and the
subsequent touring production it has been decided not to use
French accents during the telling of this story. Larry says, “the last
thing we want to do is sound like refugees from ‘Allo Allo’!
Although set in France, the tale it tells is universal, it could be set
almost anywhere.”
Larry continues, “when we performed The Great Train Race in
the Church we 'borrowed' the idea of A Play, A Pie and A Pint with

our version being A Story, Stovies and Something Weet. After the
show audience members came down to the Acorn's hospitality area
for a plate of stovies and something to drink. We are doing the
same this year with Heroes.”
The performances will be on Thursday 10th, Friday 11th and
Saturday 12th November in the West Church. The dates were
partly chosen because the play's subject matter links in with
Armistice Day on the Friday and Remembrance Sunday on the
13th.
So, get these dates in your diary, tell your friends, and get involved
with this fundraising initiative. Watch out in the coming weeks for
details of ticket prices and how to get them.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A TRIP TO OBERAMMERGAU
In July 30 of us set off from Edinburgh
Airport, on a pilgrimage to Oberammergau, to
see the Passion Play. The group was led by
Rev. Neil Meyer, of Kintore Church, and we
had been waiting two years to go. The tenyearly Passion Play had been postponed from
2020, but luckily most of the original group
were still able to go. One of the sad casualties
was Michelle, Neil’s wife, who had to drop
out at the last moment due to Covid. I understand she had been
really looking forward to going, so I hope she makes the trip in the
future.
Our trip started with 5 days in Maria Alm in the Austrian Tyrol.
The tour was operated by McCabe’s, who I did not know, but they
looked after us extremely well, particularly our guide, Rena, who
became a real friend to the group. On the first morning we visited
Leogang, on the border of Austria and Bavaria, and we started our
pilgrimage with a short service in the Chapel of St Anne there, led
by Neil. It was an emotional
setting for the trip.
During these 5 days our trips
also included visits to
Salzburg, Maria Kirchental and
walking part of the way along
the Camino of St Jakob
(James) to Jakobskreuz. That
led us up a cable car to
stunning views of the Austrian
Tyrol.
At Jakobskreuz

Neil led us in short acts of worship
several times. The address was always
very poignant, thoughtful and we were
encouraged all the time to look forward
to our destination - the Passion Play.
And so, we pilgrims arrived at
Oberammergau. We had two nights
Neil leading one of our acts
there: there are restrictions on how
of worship
many nights you are allowed to stay
because of the great number of visitors. The play has been going
every 10 years since 1634, after a plea to God not to allow anyone
else to die of the plague ravaging Europe. It is held from May to
October, 5 days a week and the cast members have either to be
born in Oberammergau or have lived there for 20 years. The play is
held in what to me looked like an airport hangar, seating almost
5,000 people, but the stage is beyond the seating, outside.
It is difficult to portray the emotions and scale of the play. About
2,000 cast members are involved (drawn from a population of only
5,254!), taking on lead roles, or singing or acting as villagers or
Romans in crowd scenes. There were also a variety of animals - a
donkey, camels, horses, doves, goats, sheep, and hens! For me the
most harrowing parts of the play were the scenes involving Judas
which culminated in his suicide. Towards the end of the play is the
crucifixion which was also very emotional. After that there is only
one scene, where the resurrection of Christ is realised and
celebrated.
Overall, it was a terrific experience - the whole thing - and we
happy band of pilgrims are keeping in touch.

Our first morning in St Anne’s Chapel

WAYS OF CONNECTING SEPTEMBER 2022
We’re back in the West Church building for
Sunday worship at our usual time of 11 am.
If you are worshipping from home, you can
connect as usual via the West church
website and YouTube channels or access the
service by phone on 01467 343790 (calls are
charged at local rates).

Sunday 4 Sept

11 am Morning Worship
Hospitality time after the service

Sunday 11 Sept

11 am Morning Worship
Hospitality time after the service

Monday 12 Sept

2 pm Guild meeting
Neil and Christine Meyer speaking about their
Camino pilgrimage

Tuesday 13 Sept

7.30 pm Kirk Session meeting

Saturday 17 Sept

Bennachie Bike Ride starting from
Fetternear Hall

Sunday 18 Sept

11 am Morning Worship
Hospitality time after the service

Sunday 25 Sept

11am Morning Worship
Informal communion after the service

Online Bible Study

Every Wednesday evening in September
at 7.30 pm via Zoom
Contact Rhona for the link

Encounter

If you have any material for Encounter
email encounter@inveruriewestchurch.org
by 21st September

We’re hoping to start a monthly Junior Church session soon,
time to be confirmed. Please check Facebook and/or keep in
touch with Biff and/or Rhona for more information. In the
meantime, a ‘Play while you worship’ box will be available each
Sunday for families joining us for morning worship.
The prayer group continues to meet regularly on a Thursday
morning. Prayer requests can be sent to
olive.duncan@hotmail.co.uk or duncan.linda1@btinternet.com
Our contact email address for those looking for help with
collection/delivery of supplies or medication is
help@inveruriewestchurch.org

Just a reminder that 1st Inverurie Boys’
Brigade meets every Monday evening at St Andrew’s Church and
any boys wanting to come along are very welcome. There are
sections for all age groups: Anchor Boys (5-8 years); Juniors (8-11
years); Company (11-14 years); Seniors (14-18 years).

WHO’S WHO AT THE WEST
Minister

Rev Rhona Cathcart

Session Clerks

Mark and Gillian Paterson

620285

r.cathcart@inveruriewestchurch.org

625675

sessionclerk@inveruriewestchurch.org

Church and Acorn Centre
Administration
Church Officer

Judith Will
admin@inveruriewestchurch.org
Kenneth Gray
kennethgray@hotmail.co.uk

670850
620658

Rollkeeper

Ann-Marie Coleman

Life & Work

Irene Jamieson

Safeguarding Coordinators

Valerie Napier
Gail Buchan

623279
622145

Transport Co-ordinator
Acorn Centre
Management Team
Environmental Matters
Team

Linda Mathers
Laura Gray

622586

Fabric Team

Jim Lyle

Finance Team

rollkeeper@inveruriewestchurch.org
irenejamieson@live.co.uk

lauragray25@btinternet.com

Joy Doorghen
doorghens@hotmail.com
jimlyle@hotmail.co.uk
Alan Sharp sharp3@btinternet.com

Treasurer

Alison Blair

Committed Giving
Envelopes
Gift Aid

Cindy Farquhar
Cindyfarquhar25@yahoo.com
Mandy Aitken

Junior Church Team

Biff Barrow

Pastoral Care Team

Rev Rhona Cathcart

Social/Fundraising Team

620378

treasurer@inveruriewestchurch.org

mandyaitken@sky.com

biff.barrow@tiscali.co.uk
r.cathcart@inveruriewestchurch.org

Joyce Petrie
joycepetrie21@hotmail.com

620658
620823
624159

620677

07532
487788

623096
620285
620932

CONGREGATIONAL ROLL

Deaths:
Funerals:
Lines Given:
Lines Received:
Baptism:

Sheila Reid (Dist.25)
Ann Cowan Wilson
Kathleen Sumner
Annabel Gordon
Lucy Margaret Rae

Weddings:
Nicholas Duncan and Shelly Cameron
Rachael Henderson and Jack Strachan
Emma Lang and Matthew Garrett

July 2022
25 June 2022
(Dist. 17)
(Dist. 28)
(Dist. 23a)

11 June 2022
23 July 2022
13 August 2022

Please advise the Roll Keeper of any change of address:
rollkeeper@inveruriewestchurch.org

FLOWER CALENDAR - September
Convenor: Eleanor Mitchell
4th

Irene Jamieson/Linda Mathers

11th

Linda Duncan

18th

Olivia Paterson

25th

Val Shinnie

ENCOUNTER ONLINE – Currently we are
producing and distributing Encounter online and
in print. If you have not already provided details
of your e-mail and would like to ensure you
receive the online version please contact the
Session Clerk (01467 625675)
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

