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REFLECTION
This springtide has seen some beautiful days here in the N.E.
This passage from Song of Songs reflects our joy in Spring and hopes for good weather in May!

See! The winter is past;
the rains are over and gone.
Flowers appear on the earth;
the season of singing is come,
the cooing of doves is heard in our land.
The fig tree forms its early fruit;
the blossoming vines spread their fragrance.
Song of Songs 2: 11 – 13

From the West Manse
I was a little late writing my letter this month. This was
no doubt a pain for our Encounter editorial team, but
on the plus side it meant I had a chance to have our
Stated Annual Meeting first.
I can sum up why this is a plus in the words of one of our
members as she was leaving, “well, that was very encouraging”.
After another challenging year and with more challenges ahead, it
was encouraging to be reminded via our session clerks’ report of
all the positive, life enhancing, God honouring things that have
happened at the West this year. It was also encouraging to hear
how generously the congregation continues to respond to the
financial strains of the pandemic and its after-effects.
Let’s face it, we all need encouragement sometimes. In these
anxious times we live in, we need it more than ever.
I think if encouragement was a flower, it would be a daffodil. It’s
not just that daffodils are bright and sunny and shaped like a
cheerful trumpet, although those things all help. It’s also that they
are resilient and persistent. Daffodils are perennials which means
they come back every year, often with more blooms than before.
They bide their time under the cold ground ready to lighten our
hearts after a long winter.
While it is a good thing that the bible tells us over and over not to
fear or be anxious, sometimes we need a visual aid. And so I
appreciate God’s creativity in coming up with the daffodil. He
didn’t hold back with this blaze of golden confidence.

The other thing you might notice about daffodils is that they like
company. You rarely see one on its own.
When I drove back up from Glasgow to Inverurie after my recent
Covid-filled Canada visit, I felt my heart lift, in spite of the jet-lag,
at the sight of hundreds and hundreds of daffodils by the road.
They say that misery loves company, but I think encouragement
does too. They are equally contagious.
We then have a choice, in these difficult times: we can succumb to
too much ‘doom-scrolling’ of negative news stories, stoking our
own anxiety and that of others; or we can spread encouragement.
The best way to do this is definitely not just telling people to
‘cheer up’ or by pretending to be cheerful ourselves. False cheer
isn’t helpful. But getting alongside people is helpful - spending
time with them, getting to know them, teaching them that they
are loved and valued. I think we’re pretty good at that at the
West, but there is always room for improvement.
There was an early church leader in the bible who was so
encouraging he was given a new name. His original name was
Joseph, but he became known as Barnabas, which means ’Son of
Encouragement’. Isn’t that a wonderful way to be remembered?
This spring, as we tackle all that needs to be tackled, as a church
and as individuals, we could do worse than to channel a bit of
daffodil energy, gathering together to learn how to be sons and
daughters of encouragement, wherever we are most needed.
Every blessing
Rhona

Guild April 2022 Report
The Guild’s last meeting of the session included our
AGM. This was followed by an illustrated talk by
Joan Bruce, who spoke about her involvement with
the Garioch Heritage Society and Centre. Her
enthusiasm was evident as she told us about recent changes and
tweaks to the museum’s displays. Most exciting of all was the
news that the canal boat, which the Society had salvaged from the
canal basin in Port Elphinstone, was as she spoke on its way to
Alloa for conservation work to be carried out. This will be the
centre of a new display in early summer – all being well.

The boat ready for transportation,
with Joan Bruce and the conservators

Sadly, our session has come to an end, but after a restful summer
we will begin again in September when our theme will be “Wee
Seeds, Big Trees”.

Ann-Marie Coleman

World Fair Trade
Day 14th May
2022
Climate Justice - Let’s Do It Fair
World Fair Trade Day is a worldwide celebration of Fair Trade’s
contribution to the fight against poverty, exploitation, and climate
change.
This year’s theme carries on from Fair Trade Fortnight’s focus on
climate change. Climate change is happening now and already
affecting communities and livelihoods. Tackling the climate crisis
is not just an ecological necessity, but also a social justice issue and
a matter of survival for the worst affected who are facing extreme
weather conditions. The aim of Climate Justice is to deliver fair,
inclusive and sustainable solutions to people who are suffering the
effects of the climate crisis while addressing the root causes of
climate change.
You can support the work of the World Fair Trade Organization by
purchasing Fairtrade products and this can be done by a visit to
Ubuntu. Spring has sprung in Ubuntu and the season’s arrivals
include a wide range of items which are sustainably produced and
eco-friendly. These include:

Driftwood bird feeder. Made in Bali from ecofriendly, naturally coloured driftwood.
Model tractor with driver made from recycled bike parts and
other waste metal. A great way of using waste
materials from old bikes.

Mother of Pearl Necklace. Purchasing this
necklace not only helps to provide stable
work in difficult times but it also allows the
funding of many social projects. These
range from planting trees, organising
recycling, and investment in waste water
management to much bigger projects such as
free healthcare and funding education.
New designs of the everpopular jute shopping bags.
100% bio-degradable and recyclable.

As well as these Ubuntu has also been able to re-stock some items
which in the past have proved extremely popular e.g. the Save our
Bees Bee House and New Design Suncatchers.

There is a lot more to be found so why not visit Ubuntu and have a
browse.
Anthea

The Acorn Centre
Small Grants Scheme
The world feels as though it is gradually
opening up, and one of the things we
will be carrying on is the disbursement
from the Small Grants Scheme. As always, this is possible due to
the generosity of the staff, volunteers, and customers of the Acorn
Centre, who deserve an extra thank you themselves for keeping
everything going over the last year. We are hoping to be able to
present the grants in person this year, in late summer, but watch
this space for updates!
Applications must be from the local area
and can request amounts up to £1,000.
Application forms can be obtained by emailing admin@inveruriewestchurch.org
or from the reception desk at the Acorn
Centre or by sending a stamped
addressed envelope to – The Acorn
Centre, West High Street, Inverurie, AB51
3SA. These will be available throughout May and the closing date
for applications is 31st May 2022. All applicants will be notified
shortly thereafter, whether successful or not.
We thank you all for your continued support which makes this
possible.
Morag Mitchell

Remembering Richard Huxtable
This is a photo taken in 2015
when Richard and the younger,
fitter members of the family did
the West Highland Way. I was
the support team, providing
plasters, picking up stragglers and making the tea. Richard
died in 2020 and Ellie and Robbie are going back on the
road, but this time with their old mum as well. We are
doing the Aberdeen Kiltwalk at the end of May. We will be
walking in memory of Richard, who loved walking, and in
aid of RSABI, the charity that he worked for.
RSABI supports people from Scottish agriculture
emotionally, practically and financially in times of need.
Some of you may remember Richard talking to the
congregation about his work one harvest time.
So please give me an encouraging wave if you pass me on
the road, and remember us all in your prayers – 26 miles is
a long way!
This is the link if anyone would like to remember Richard in
this way or support the work that RSABI does in our
community.
www.justgiving.com/teamhux
Many thanks
Sharon

CHRISTIAN AID
Christian Aid Week 15-21 May 2022
Christian Aid was founded in 1945 by British and Irish churches in
order to help refugees after World War II. One of its founders was
Rev. Douglas Lister, who, as an army chaplain, witnessed the
terrible suffering of survivors in Germany. The fact that he later
became a parish minister at St Andrew’s Church in Inverurie
means that there has always been a strong local link with Christian
Aid.
Following the Russian Federation’s
launch of a military offensive against
Ukraine, more than 4 million refugees
have been forced to flee Ukraine,
making this the fastest growing refugee
crisis since World War II. Christian Aid
has responded to the war in Ukraine by
working with three partner
organisations, Hungarian Interchurch
Aid, the Lutheran World Federation, and Swiss Church Aid to
offer assistance to refugees, bringing lifesaving aid, shelter,
truckloads of food, water, sanitation, health support and vital
information to thousands of people. Through the DEC emergency
appeal, Christian Aid has donated £1,000,000 for trauma first aid
kits and £1,000,000 urgently needed medical and pharmaceutical
supplies for Ukraine.
Just as Christian Aid supported, equipped and enabled partner
churches in mainland Europe to provide what people needed as a
result of war nearly 80 years ago, today they are doing the same,
since sadly, the need is even more acute.

LOCAL CHRISTIAN AID ACTIVITIES
Christian Aid week activities kick off on 14 May
with a stand at the Farmers' Market in the
square. This will be selling jigsaws and jars.
Donations of jigsaws and
jam/marmalade/chutney etc. can be dropped off
at the Acorn centre a few days before. Come
along and buy to support us.
After a two-year absence we will once again be
having our ever-popular Book Sale. This takes
place on Monday 16th – Saturday 21st May
from 10am - 4pm each day. Volunteers to
staff the sale for one slot or more (10am1pm or 1pm–4pm) can contact Margaret
Hearne on 01651 882274 or
margaret.smidskot@gmail.com. Donations
of books please to the cloakroom by the Church Hall from Monday
9th May, or if you need someone to pick them up from you, please
contact either Margaret as above or Hazel Newton on 01467
620414.
As there will be no house-to-house collection, donation
envelopes will be available at the Farmers' Market, Acorn Centre
and the Book Sale. Envelopes can be left at the Acorn centre
during the week. We also have an e envelope set up on the
Christian Aid website.
Click on the image to
make a donation
Garioch District Christian Aid Group

Year of Bible Stories
In these days following Easter we have
chosen the story of “The Road to
Emmaus”. This is the first of three
stories in Luke’s Gospel which involve
resurrection appearances. In this account
two men are travelling to Emmaus just
days after Jesus was crucified when a
Road to Emmaus 1308-11 by
third man "drew near to them." Together Duccio Di Buoninsegna
they walked and discussed the life of
Jesus of Nazareth and how he may still be alive after his tomb was
found empty. At supper, the third man is recognized as Jesus.
Then He disappeared. The two men returned to Jerusalem where
they pronounced that the Lord has risen!
“The Road to Emmaus” – by Wm McCorkindale (extracts)
Darkness was over all the earth
and the Sun died in our hearts;
Thrust by terror away from that dreadful hill
we travel the road to Emmaus.
Here is the dark night of the soul.
Fear is our only companion for this,
our escape to Emmaus.
But who is approaching?
Strangers bring evil, will come to betray us:
Who is this stranger? What is his way with us?
Why does he walk with us? What is his story?
His talk stirs our misery, tugs at our memory:
This talk may bring danger.
Be wary. Be wary.

The dreams were only idle dreams:
The prophecies were broken, unfulfilled.
“Dreams? What are dreams that have no dreamers?
Of prophecies for men who lose their faith?
That death on the hill was His wisdom
was His will.
Hanging on the tree was His triumph
not your loss:
It was fitting, it was good,
It was meant, it was sent:
He came as he had promised
and He died
for the assurance of mankind:
All came to pass: all is fulfilled.
And the terror of God is upon us –
“He lives again”.
Revelation flames about the orange grove.
And the mystery of the Love of God
is singing in our souls.
This stranger is the Glory Man,
This stranger is our Master come to meet us.
Behold the risen Lord!
His kindness will not depart from us,
and we are forever saved.
You, who go your own way
through the valley of the shadow:
Remember us: remember our Companion
in Emmaus here:
Farewell, fare forward, voyager:
The Lord will be your Light and your Salvation:
What shall you fear?
William McCorkindale (1923-1980) - lecturer in English, Aberdeen
College of Education

A BIG THANK YOU!
These are the volunteers
who gave us a lovely
Easter breakfast after the
service up the Bass.

Advance Notice of Events
There will be a 'Soup and Sweet'
Fundraising Event in the Hall after
Church on Sunday 12th June. Proceeds
will go towards creating access to the
garden for those with a disability.
Tickets from the Acorn Centre Reception Desk. £7.50 for adult/
£4 per child.
Tours of the garden are possible if requested!!!!

Bennachie Bike Ride This is
scheduled for 17th September
(so plenty of time to get into
shape if you plan to take
part!)

Following the Easter break, meetings
resumed on 18th April. Our annual
open night display and award
ceremony will be held in the Town
Hall on Friday 27th May at 7pm and all family and friends are
very welcome to join us.
Since our last newsletter the Anchor Boys have coloured in their
Easter Wheels and afterwards talked about what they knew of
Jesus on the cross and rising from the grave. They also made a
Mothers’ Day gift.

Junior Section embarked on a Gladiator theme night where we
talked about Roman gladiators, and started to create a Gladiator
mosaic which the boys took home to finish. We completed the DIY
Bird boxes, which the boys also took home to paint or stain. We
discussed the Easter Story trail, where we highlighted the six
significant events of Palm Sunday, the Last Supper, Jesus carrying
the Cross, the Crucifixion, the Empty Tomb and He is Risen. The
boys had to find the clues that linked them to a short video on each
subject. We also conducted some basic drill movements and
finished the evening with a Duck Duck Goose game. The boys then
went home with an Easter egg.

The Company section had some activity nights
but had to cancel a meeting due to covid. They
had a discussion on the theme of
“a picture paints a thousand
words”, where the boys had to
match the correct English to Polish
with pictures. The evening
concluded with a game of giant
battleships.

Anchor boys and Junior
section competed in the
North Scottish Easter Card
colouring competition and
have had considerable
success - although the
results will not be revealed
until our Open Night.

Mainly Music – 10th Birthday!
If you are reading the online version of Encounter, on the next few
pages you can see photographs of some of the activities of the
children who attend Mainly Music. Mainly Music will be marking
its tenth anniversary this year so look out for details of any special
events.

Mother’s Day Gifts

Easter Egg Hunt

Inside …

… and
outside

Ways of connecting May 2022
Worship continues on Sundays both in-person and
online at 11 o’clock.
If you are worshipping from home, you can connect as usual via
the West church website and YouTube channels or access the
service by phone on 01467 343790 (calls are charged at local
rates).
Sunday 1 May

11 am Morning worship
In person hospitality time after the service
3 pm junior church via Zoom

Sunday 8 May

11 am Morning worship
In person hospitality time after the service
3 pm Junior church via Zoom

Saturday 14 May

Christian Aid – ‘Jam and Jigsaws’
At Farmers’ Market

Sunday 15 May

11 am Morning worship
In person hospitality time after the service
3 pm Junior church via Zoom

Monday 16 MaySat 21 May

Christian Aid Book Sale in the hall

Encounter

If you have any material for Encounter
email encounter@inveruriewestchurch.org by
Wed 18th May

Sunday 22 May

11 am Morning worship
In person hospitality time after the service
3 pm Junior church via Zoom

Sunday 29 May

11 am Morning worship

Wednesdays

7.30 pm Bible study via Zoom - all welcome
Contact Rhona for the link

Every Friday

11 am Friday Fly (Zoom link from Rhona)
Drop in for a blether any time between
11 and 12

The prayer group continues to meet regularly on a Thursday
morning. Prayer requests can be sent to
olive.duncan@hotmail.co.uk or duncan.linda1@btinternet.com
CHURCH CONTACT ADDRESS - Our contact email address
for those looking for help with collection/delivery of supplies or
medication is help@inveruriewestchurch.org.

Currently the Session Clerks would
be pleased to hear from anyone
interested in volunteering for
Sunday duties in church. In
particular, they are looking for
volunteers to help with hospitality
after the service and flower delivery. If interested please contact
Gillian or Mark Paterson on sessionclerk@inveruriewestchurch.org
or phone 01467 625675.

WHO’S WHO AT THE WEST
Minister

Rev Rhona Cathcart

Session Clerks

Mark and Gillian Paterson

620285

r.cathcart@inveruriewestchurch.org

625675

sessionclerk@inveruriewestchurch.org

Church and Acorn Centre
Administration
Church Officer

Judith Will
admin@inveruriewestchurch.org
Kenneth Gray
kennethgray@hotmail.co.uk

670850
620658

Rollkeeper

Ann-Marie Coleman

Life & Work

Irene Jamieson

Safeguarding Coordinators

Valerie Napier
Gail Buchan

623279
622145

Transport Co-ordinator
Acorn Centre
Management Team
Environmental Matters
Team

Linda Mathers
Laura Gray

622586

Fabric Team

Jim Lyle

Finance Team

rollkeeper@inveruriewestchurch.org
irenejamieson@live.co.uk

lauragray25@btinternet.com

Joy Doorghen
doorghens@hotmail.com
jimlyle@hotmail.co.uk
Alan Sharp sharp3@btinternet.com

Treasurer

Alison Blair

Committed Giving
Envelopes
Gift Aid

Cindy Farquhar
Cindyfarquhar25@yahoo.com
Mandy Aitken

Junior Church Team

Biff Barrow

Pastoral Care Team

Rev Rhona Cathcart

Social/Fundraising Team

620378

treasurer@inveruriewestchurch.org

mandyaitken@sky.com

biff.barrow@tiscali.co.uk
r.cathcart@inveruriewestchurch.org

Joyce Petrie
joycepetrie21@hotmail.com

620658
620823
624159

620677

07532
487788

623096
620285
620932

CONGREGATIONAL ROLL
We will provide an update on the congregational roll for both
APRIL and JUNE in the next issue of Encounter.
Please advise the Roll Keeper of any change of address:
rollkeeper@inveruriewestchurch.org

FLOWER CALENDAR MAY (Convenor – Eleanor Mitchell)
May 1st

Doreen Tough

May 8th

Fred and Carol Baxter

May 15th

Morag Mitchell

May 22nd

Rosemary Marr

May 29th

Harriet Paterson

Thanks to all who donate, arrange or deliver flowers.
ENCOUNTER ONLINE – Currently we are producing and
distributing Encounter online and in print. If you have not
already provided details of your e-mail and would like to
ensure you receive the online version please contact the
Session Clerk (01467 625675)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------We strive in Encounter to respect intellectual property rights. If
you read or see anything which you feel infringes your copyright,
please contact encounter@inveruriewestchurch.org, and the
material will be removed immediately from the electronic version
of the magazine.

