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REFLECTION
Ecclesiasticus (also known as 'The
Wisdom of Jesus Ben Sirach' or
simply 'Sirach'), not to be confused
with Ecclesiastes, is believed to
have been written in the second
century BCE by Jesus, son of (Ben)
Sirach. It is believed to have been
written in Egypt in Hebrew and was
later translated into Greek.
Although often used in Jewish
worship, it is not part of the Talmud
or Torah. However, it is included
in the Roman Catholic Bible, and in
the Bibles of Eastern and many
Oriental Orthodox Churches.
I first encountered this passage
when I was sitting at the summit of
Mount Temptation overlooking
Jericho with a friend who was
training to be a Rabbi. As we sat
overlooking the beautiful city, with
the cliffs of Qumran and the Dead
Sea in the distance and fields of
orange groves and date plantations
between, the passage seemed quite
fitting.

Marc Falconer

Ecclesiasticus 43:11-26
These beautiful verses from
Ecclesiasticus were read at the
funeral of Prince Philip.
11

Look at the rainbow, and
praise him who made it;
it is exceedingly beautiful in
its brightness.
12
It encircles the sky with its
glorious arc;
the hands of the Most High
have stretched it out.
13

By his command he sends the
driving snow
and speeds the lightnings of
his judgement.
14
Therefore the storehouses
are opened,
and the clouds fly out like
birds.
15
In his majesty he gives the
clouds their strength,
and the hailstones are
broken in pieces.
17a
The voice of his thunder
rebukes the earth;
16
when he appears, the
mountains shake.
At his will the south wind
blows;
17b
so do the storm from the

north and the whirlwind.
He scatters the snow like birds
flying down,
and its descent is like locusts
alighting.
18
The eye is dazzled by the
beauty of its whiteness,
and the mind is amazed as it
falls.
19
He pours frost over the earth
like salt,
and icicles form like pointed
thorns.
20
The cold north wind blows,
and ice freezes on the water;
it settles on every pool of
water,
and the water puts it on like
a breastplate.
21
He consumes the mountains
and burns up the wilderness,
and withers the tender grass
like fire.
22
A mist quickly heals all things;
the falling dew gives
refreshment from the heat.

23

By his plan he stilled the
deep
and planted islands in it.
24
Those who sail the sea tell of
its dangers,
and we marvel at what we
hear.
25
In it are strange and
marvellous creatures,
all kinds of living things, and
huge sea-monsters.
26
Because of him each of his
messengers succeeds,
and by his word all things
hold together.
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ACORN CENTRE OPEN AGAIN
HOURS 10 am - 3 pm Tuesday - Saturday

From the West Manse
By the time this letter goes out, a good number of
you will have had at least one vaccination and a
fair few will have had two. I hope also that some of
you, at least, will be able once more to meet in person —
cautiously but happily - with family and friends. My heart goes out
to those of you still waiting for those reunions because of
distance, shielding, or other factors.
As I write I am just back from a week of annual leave during which
I was able to visit my daughter and her family (we are an extended
household) and meet my three-month-old grandson for the first
time. After more than a year of almost never being in anybody
else’s house (apart from two short family visits during the lifting of
restrictions last summer) it was both odd and entirely natural to
be among family again. Odd, because I’ve had a year of being on
my own except when out for work purposes; natural, because
what could be more natural than playing with a two-year-old or
cuddling a baby?
One of the delights of being with my grandkids is how naturally
tactile small children are. One of the things so many of us have
missed over the last 14 months or so has been the simple comfort
and pleasure of touch.
The study of physical contact and touching is generally referred to
as haptics. The degree of social touch considered acceptable tends
to vary among cultures, which are often rated as high contact or
low contact. Regardless of how the rules or norms vary, however,
touch everywhere contributes to the maintenance and
reinforcement of human social networks. Not being able to touch

others can, in extreme cases, inhibit our ability to establish
emotional bonds.
Lack of access to the touch of others can also exacerbate
loneliness. A minister I know, who is a natural, sincere and
enthusiastic hugger, was told once by an elderly widow in his
congregation that his hug at the church door was the only nonmedical physical contact she ever had and she looked forward to
it every week. ‘You have a ministry of hugs’ she told him.
Of course, touch is not always benign or safe and regardless of
cultural norms or personal preferences we must always be
sensitive to the response of others. While some folks might want
to hug anyone and everyone once we are finally out the other side
of this pandemic, I know others are dreading the idea of a general
return to hugging - not because of the risk of infection, but simply
because they don’t like being hugged! Even those of us who are
more tactile might feel a bit of a reluctance to get too close to
others, after a long period of having our social norms re-set.
One of the gifts of the Christian faith is the knowledge that
through Christ’s incarnation, God has experienced what it is to be
human, including the need for touch. This may be why one of the
encounters with Jesus which the gospel writers felt important to
include was his invitation to Thomas to touch the wounds in his
hands and side. Jesus knew Thomas needed touch and so he
provided it.
There is a more modern and, to my mind, somewhat
extraordinary parallel in the experience of some Deaf people.
When I was researching my undergraduate thesis on Deaf
Theology and the theological insights sign language might provide,
I ran across some descriptions of profoundly Deaf people

reporting that they could feel the physical touch of Jesus
sometimes when they worshipped. Some people might find that
idea unsettling but, in a way, it makes sense. Touch is an
important part of communication and social bonding in Deaf
communities. Why wouldn’t Jesus communicate within such
communities in that way?
Whatever your own situation - currently alone or with others;
hugger, hand-shaker or perfectly content to stay two metres apart
(or maybe preferring the cuddle of a dog, cat, or baby to that of
another adult) - knowing that we can touch those we want to
touch again is something to look forward to, for most of us at
least. In the meantime for those of you unable to access the
magazine digitally, we hope that its touch in physical form this
month will help you to feel in touch once again.
And even if you are not among those who long for the touch of
others; knowing that Jesus can and does touch you, that God’s
arms can be, in some inexplicable way, wrapped around you, may
bring some comfort and peace.
Every blessing
Rhona

PLANT SALE
Our plant sale will be run on a rolling basis this
year, as we cannot be sure whether restrictions will
allow a browse and buy type event. Ken will let us
know what is available. This week he has ‘Ailsa
Craig’ tomato plants and sweet peas. If interested, please contact
him on: 620658 or kennethgray@hotmail.co.uk. We will have
some volunteers to deliver for those who can’t collect. If donating
via online/mobile banking, please use the reference 'plant sale'.

Children’s Pages
A simple activity for young children this month is
to make a Pentecost dove and flames. Trace
then cut out the template below and colour in an
eye and beak then you can string and hang up
the dove.

You can cut out and stick together flame shapes to make the fire
or just go wild with crayons!!!

MAINLY MUSIC CHILDREN
It was Nico's 3rd birthday last week. Nicole said he had a lovely
time mainly spent dressing up as his favourite Disney characters!

Alison was being careful to
ensure that on this outing
she wouldn’t lose sight of
any of the children.

Annabelle to Angus
‘Mum wants to know what
colour outfit you are
choosing today’.

FOREST FUN
This is advance notice that the Mainly Music
team are hoping that some time before
summer they can repeat their very successful
‘forest fun’ day..
More details to follow.

Hello from the Boys’ Brigade!

We have been remarkably busy over the few months since we last
posted. Our Zoom meetings and “BB at Home” badge work have
mainly kept us very active. Junior section activities have been
wide-ranging - from learning the Phonetic Alphabet, hearing about
the parable of the long spoons, building a survival shelter, and
completing the Junior Easter Taskmaster. Both the Junior and
Anchor sections took part in the North Scottish District Easter
Jumper Card Colouring-In Competition, and we were very pleased
to see we achieved considerable success, with a winner in Primary
4, a 4th place in Primaries 2 and 6, and 3rd place in Primary 3. Well
done to all boys who participated. Company section has been
busy as well with various activities such as making sausage rolls
and compiling a family tree, and they prepared and hosted a
Burns’ Supper at home. Anchor Boys have also been busy making
a BB 2021 promise, a colour spinner. We managed to meet
outdoors face to face for all three sections with a VIP trail and
World theme day which included games. Anchor Boys played
“Rock, Paper, Scissors” and “Heads, Shoulders, Knees and Cone”,
and discussed Lent and the lead-up to Easter. We resumed on
Monday 19th April after two weeks’ holiday, and are now
preparing for our award ceremony in May. The two senior boys
are working towards their President’s Badge through their service
in the company.
We are hoping the weather holds up so we can continue our
activities outside. Stay safe and well.
Boys’ Brigade Team

LOCKDOWN LIFE - PHOTOGRAPHS
Last month we asked for your photographs of plants/gardens and
were delighted to receive these from Rory Angus.
Crocuses – Princes
Street Gardens
Edinburgh

Copper tips at Corstorphine Hill,
Edinburgh

Next month’s theme for
photographs
Next month, reflecting on the
Ascension and Pentecost, we
would like you to send us
photographs which you are
happy to share with others on
the theme of ‘the heavens’.
Please e-mail your photographs to
encounter@inveruriewestchurch.org

LOCKDOWN LIFE – MUSIC
This clip is of the 13 year old Swedish
boy soprano Aksel Rykkvin singing Pie
Jesu from Fauré’s Requiem.

LOCKDOWN LIFE – VIDEO CLIPS
We hope you will like the following selection of online videos. We
certainly found them very amusing. Click on the pictures to view.

Pandas - These pandas sympathise with
Rhona’s views on the importance of ‘touch’
Mini-maestro
For those of you who are missing singing –
does this child have a budding musical
career?

… and is this a budding
theologian/philosopher.

And finally … Joke of the month
Q. My child refuses to eat fish. Can anyone suggest a good
replacement?
A. A cat. Cats love fish.

Ascension and Pentecost
In the Church Calendar in May
we celebrate the Ascension
(13th May) and Pentecost (23rd
May). The Ascension of Jesus in
the New Testament narrative
occurred 40 days after Easter when in the presence of eleven of
the apostles Jesus ascended to heaven to take his seat at the right
hand of God. The Christian holiday of Pentecost is also a
moveable feast, which is celebrated on the 50th day (the seventh
Sunday) from Easter Sunday. It commemorates the descent of the
Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and other followers of Jesus Christ
while they were in Jerusalem celebrating the Feast of Weeks, as
described in the Acts of the Apostles (Acts 2:1–31).
Ramadan
This year April/May is also a significant time
in the Islamic calendar as this happens to be
the ninth month, in which Ramadan occurs.
Ramadan is the one of the Five Pillars of Islam – principles and
practices which Muslims believe are compulsory acts ordered by
God.
Muslims believe that in the month of Ramadan some of the first
verses of the Islamic holy book, the Qu'ran, were revealed to the
Prophet Muhammad.
Fasting during Ramadan is considered to be an act of worship
which enables Muslims to feel closer to God and strengthen their
spiritual health and self-discipline.

Presbytery Planning Update
(Repeated from last month
because of its importance)
Presbytery planning doesn’t tend
to be a subject most folks pay a
great deal of attention to, however as the new plan will closely
affect us all over the course of the next 10 years, it is important to
keep people updated.
Undeniably and inevitably, the Church of Scotland, both nationally
and regionally, is going through major changes. These changes
were always on the cards, but Covid has accelerated them.
Locally, this means that our church structures, patterns of
ministries, and relationships with other congregations will
inevitably be affected by these developments.
What might feel like the most profound change is the reduction in
numbers of full-time ministers of word and sacrament. To put this
into context, a report to the General Assembly in Oct 2020 noted
that the target set in 2012 of 850 ministerial charges across the
country had stalled and could not be met. As of the end of 2018
there were 979 charges eligible to call a minster. Currently there
are around 700 ministers in post across the country, (plus 100 or
so MDS (Ministry Development Staff), and about 250 vacancies.
Accordingly, presbyteries were told that even the advisory figures
they had been given to work to previously were likely to be
reduced. Although it has yet to be formally discussed and
approved at the General Assembly in May, it is anticipated that
the new target will be around 600 ministries (both ministers of

word and sacrament and ministry development staff) across the
country.
In a nutshell, although no minister faces involuntary redundancy,
the ‘one minister per charge’ model will, over the next 10 years or
so, evolve into a broader team ministry approach.
Locally, this has meant a new presbytery plan which was voted
through at the March presbytery meeting. This plan puts every
congregation into a parish grouping, with the expectation that
each grouping will work increasingly together and share various
aspects of their ministry and mission, including, in the long term,
the minister or ministers of word and sacrament in that grouping.
How exactly this works will vary from grouping to grouping and
hopefully further guidance on team ministry and covenant
agreements between congregations will come out of the next
General Assembly.
For us, we are now in a parish grouping with Inverurie St
Andrew’s. Each church will continue to operate as their own
entity, but a small sub team from both sessions will be meeting
over the next couple of years to agree areas of common mission,
ways of working together, and eventually to discuss the building
targets set by presbytery, and what happens in the event of a
vacancy.
The paid ministry ‘team’ for our grouping consists of myself and
Carl, the current ministers of word and sacrament. Each will
continue to moderate their own sessions, lead worship, provide
pastoral care and so on to their own congregations, while also
working on joint projects like eldership training, bible study,
chaplaincy, youth work, shared services at various times etc.
However, if and when either I or Carl leave or retire, the plan only

allows for one full-time paid ministry across both congregations.
In recognition of the current size of the two congregations, the
plan has also allocated a part-time unpaid ordained local minister
post, as and when an OLM becomes available. It may also be
possible, over time to seek/raise funding for a locally paid worker
of some kind to support our shared ministry and mission.
Clearly, there will be challenges. It will be all the more important
to encourage a team-led approach across the churches. This will
include the development, training and encouraging of plenty of
lay leaders, not just clergy.
We are fortunate at the West that we already have very effective
team working and leadership, including our session clerks, office
bearers, elders, staff and volunteers. I continue to be thankful for
the ongoing support they and the wider congregation have shown
both to me and to the work we do here in the town. I have every
confidence that this team work will enable us to adjust to the reshaping of our collective church lives.
Fundamentally what matters is the ongoing mission of Christ, and
if we are faithful in this, then we will find the resilience to adapt to
the changes ahead and even, God willing, to thrive. I would ask for
your continued prayer as we enter this next stage of our shared
ministry.
Blessings
Rhona

Hare, Hounds and Huntsmen (Ann-Marie Coleman)
While out walking today I crossed the Ury Bridge by the old
kirkyard and was reminded of a story told in our family:
One day a hare was being chased by huntsmen on horseback and
their pack of hounds. In an effort
to escape, the hare jumped over
the wall of the bridge. Of course,
the hare was followed by the
huntsmen, their horses and the
hounds - hence the ‘H’ cut into
the stone to mark the spot! Did
any of them survive? – we’ll
never know.

Online sales (Ann-Marie Coleman)
You may remember reading in the June 2020 edition of Encounter
that I intended taking our ‘Clear Out Sale’ online and you may
have read a couple of updates in the following months, but did
you know that the sales still carry on? I am happy to say that by
the time you read this just over 600 items will have been sold and
this will have raised just over £5,000. This has been possible due
to the continued generosity of West Kirk folk and their friends
who continue to donate items and, of course, to the wider
community who buy these treasures.

Lockdown, of course, meant that sales were more local, but even
then I had enquiries from further afield – even U.S.A. and
Australia! For those in the UK, arrangements were made, once
payment and postage had been paid, to post items. A crystal bowl
went to Lossiemouth, a teaset to Forres, Harry Potter to
Lancashire and some silver plate items to Spean Bridge!
Here are some of the items that have sold recently:
If you have
something
that you
would like to
donate
please let me
know and if
you see
anything in
the final
pictures that
takes your
fancy give
me a call or
email me
01467 620378
a.m.coleman49@googlemail.com

Ann-Marie Coleman
.

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK

Christian Aid Week 10-16 May 2021
As last year we are restricted in our fundraising but the need to help poorer nations is
still there. Christian Aid has suggested various ways to help raise
money in a safe way. These can all be found on their website
christianaid.org.uk. The theme this year is the climate crisis which
causes severe flooding and droughts. Your gift could help a
community build an earth dam, so that when the rains come, they
will have the water they need to live. A reliable source of water
will help families withstand long drought or relentless rainstorms.
Also on the website there is a chance to sign up to the 75th
Anniversary service co-hosted by Churches Together in Britain
and Ireland on 9th May. The outgoing Moderator Martin Fair is
hosting a quiz on 15th May at 8pm. There is also a quiz to do at
your leisure or to set up your own Zoom quiz. For those who like a
challenge, you could walk 300,000 thousand steps during May, that
is 10,000 steps a day – with a day to recover! Another suggestion is
for those who are grateful for their Covid vaccination to make a
‘Thanks for the Vacs’ donation to Christian Aid.
The Christian Aid website has various options for
donating, or you can use the Garioch District CA Group’s
‘e-envelope’ by clicking on the icon here. We hope a link
will also appear on the church website and on Facebook.
For those who prefer not to donate electronically, Sheila Rennie
can supply details for making a direct donation to the local bank
account. Any of the committee will accept donations or you can
leave an envelope marked for Christian Aid at the Acorn Centre.
Look out for more information in the intimations regarding a
possible Jams and Jigsaws stall at the Farmers’ Market.
Sheila Rennie, Mark Paterson, Hazel Newton, Biff Barrow,
Patricia Findlay.

The following inspirational poem is very appropriate in the
current pandemic. It was sent in by Margaret Sangster. (The
poem is in the public domain).

Don't Quit by Edgar A. Guest
When things go wrong as they sometimes will,
When the road you're trudging seems all up hill,
When the funds are low and the debts are high
And you want to smile, but you have to sigh,
When care is pressing you down a bit,
Rest if you must, but don't you quit.
Life is strange with its twists and turns
As every one of us sometimes learns
And many a failure comes about
When he might have won had he stuck it out;
Don't give up though the pace seems slow—
You may succeed with another blow.
Success is failure turned inside out—
The silver tint of the clouds of doubt,
And you never can tell just how close you are,
It may be near when it seems so far;
So stick to the fight when you're hardest hit—
It's when things seem worst that you must not quit.

Ways of connecting May 2021
Throughout May we will be holding and
streaming the 11 am service from the church
building, with people able to choose whether
to join in person or online. For those attending
in the building, we remain under all the
ongoing restrictions in terms of limited
numbers, masks, social distancing, no singing, no hospitality time,
and so forth. We ask, as always, that if you or any of your
household have any Covid symptoms, you choose the online or
phone option that week.
Apart from combining the in-building and online elements at the
same time, not much will change from the type of service we have
had over the last year and in our combined worship on Easter
Sunday. Our aim is not to have a two tier system but a shared
worship experience which feels real and present whether you are in
the building or at home. Please choose whichever you feel most
comfortable with at present.
Zoom hospitality after our online services has been an important
way to stay connected, so we will continue to offer this. It will start
approximately 15 minutes after the end of the service, to allow
those who have been in the church building who might wish to join
(including Rhona) time to get home. Hospitality time usually lasts
anywhere from 30-40 minutes. Feel free to join as and when you
are able. You can get the link from Rhona or any of the regular
attendees.
If you would like to book to attend a Sunday service in-person you
can do this by phoning the Acorn Centre (670850) between
Tuesday and Friday or emailing admin@inveruriewestchurch.org
by Friday. Please note we can only book one week at a time.

If you are worshipping from home, you can connect as usual via
the website and YouTube channels or access the service by phone
on 01467 343790 (calls are charged at local rates).
Sun 2 May 11 am Combined in-building and online worship
pre-booking essential for those who wish to
attend in the building. Zoom hospitality time
will begin approximately 15 minutes after the
service finishes. Contact Rhona for the link.
Wed 5 May

7.30 pm Zoom bible study

Thur 6 May

7.30 pm Kirk session via Zoom.

Sun 9 May 11 am Combined in-building and online worship
pre-booking essential for those who wish to
attend in the building. Zoom hospitality time
will begin approximately 15 minutes after the
service finishes. Contact Rhona for the link.
3.00 pm Junior Church - Zoom (nursery/early primary)
4.00 pm Junior Church - Zoom (later primary/early
secondary)
Wed 12 May 7.30 pm Zoom bible study
Sun 16 May 11 am Combined in-building and online worship
pre-booking essential for those who wish to
attend in the building. Zoom hospitality time
will begin approximately 15 minutes after the
service finishes. Contact Rhona for the link.
Wed 19 May 7.30 pm Zoom bible study
Encounter If you have any material for Encounter please email
encounter@inveruriewestchurch.org by Wed 19 May

Sun 23 May 11 am Combined in-building and online worship
pre-booking essential for those who wish to
attend in the building. Zoom hospitality time
will begin approximately 15 minutes after the
service finishes. Contact Rhona for the link.
3.00 pm Junior Church - Zoom (nursery/early primary)
4.00 pm Junior Church - Zoom (later primary/early
secondary)
Wed 26 May 7.30 pm Zoom bible study
Sun 30 May 11 am Combined in-building and online worship
pre-booking essential for those who wish to
attend in the building. Zoom hospitality time
will begin approximately 15 minutes after the
service finishes. Contact Rhona for the link.
Every Friday 11 am Friday Fly. Drop in via Zoom any time
between 11 and 12 for a blether. Contact Rhona for the link
The Prayer Group continues to meet via WhatsApp. Prayer
requests can be sent to olive.duncan@hotmail.co.uk or
duncan.linda1@btinternet.com.
CHURCH CONTACT ADDRESS - Our contact email address
for those looking for help with collection/delivery of supplies or
medication is help@inveruriewestchurch.org.
REMEMBER!
To listen to the 11 am Sunday Services the dial-in
phone line is 01467 343790. (calls charged at local
rates).

WHO’S WHO AT THE WEST
Minister

Rev Rhona Cathcart

Session Clerks

Mark and Gillian Paterson

620285

r.cathcart@inveruriewestchurch.org

625675

sessionclerk@inveruriewestchurch.org

Church and Acorn Centre
Administration
Church Officer

Judith Will
admin@inveruriewestchurch.org
Kenneth Gray
kennethgray@hotmail.co.uk

670850
620658

Rollkeeper

Ann-Marie Coleman

Life & Work

Irene Jamieson

Safeguarding Coordinators

Valerie Napier
Gail Buchan

623279
622145

Transport Co-ordinator
Acorn Centre
Management Team
Environmental Matters
Team

Linda Mathers
Laura Gray

622586

Fabric Team

Jim Lyle

Finance Team

rollkeeper@inveruriewestchurch.org
irenejamieson@live.co.uk

lauragray25@btinternet.com

Joy Doorghen
doorghens@hotmail.com
jimlyle@hotmail.co.uk
Alan Sharp sharp3@btinternet.com

Treasurer

Alison Blair

Committed Giving
Envelopes
Gift Aid

Cindy Farquhar
Cindyfarquhar25@yahoo.com
Mandy Aitken

Junior Church Team

Biff Barrow

Pastoral Care Team

Rev Rhona Cathcart

Social/Fundraising Team

620378

treasurer@inveruriewestchurch.org

mandyaitken@sky.com

biff.barrow@tiscali.co.uk
r.cathcart@inveruriewestchurch.org

Joyce Petrie
joycepetrie21@hotmail.com

620658
620823
624159

620677

07532
487788

623096
620285
620932

CONGREGATIONAL ROLL
Funerals:
Ruth Stewart (Dist Postal)
John McIvor (Dist 31)
Margaret Walker (Dist 30)

Died 28 March 2021
Died 23 March 2021
Died 31 March 2021

Please advise the Roll Keeper of any change of address:
rollkeeper@inveruriewestchurch.org
FLOWER CALENDAR
Now that the Church is opening for services the
Flower Calendar will be available for those who
would like to contribute flowers. The Calendar will
be available in the Acorn Centre or please contact
Eleanor Mitchell (01467 620872) if you wish to
donate.
ENCOUNTER ONLINE - We are now back
to producing and distributing Encounter in
both print and online but to save cost and
reduce anything which would be irrelevant to
those who do not access the internet videos,
web links and large photographs will only be
included in the online version. If you have not already
provided details of your e-mail and would like to ensure you
receive the online version please contact the Session Clerk
(01467 625675)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------We strive in Encounter to respect intellectual property rights. If
you read or see anything which you feel infringes your copyright,
please contact encounter@inveruriewestchurch.org, and the
material will be removed immediately from the electronic version
of the magazine.

