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REFLECTION
Click to Listen
Now the Green Blade Riseth
Now the green blade riseth from the buried grain,
Wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;
Love lives again, that with the dead has been:
Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green.
In the grave they laid him, love whom men had slain,
Thinking that never he would wake again.
Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen:
Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green,
Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain,
He that for three days in the grave had lain.
Quick from the dead my risen Lord is seen:
Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green.
When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain,
Thy touch can call us back to life again;
Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been:
Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green.

From the West Manse
Easter Sunday morning 2020 is one I will probably
never forget. It was unlike any I could ever have
imagined.
We were three weeks into the first lockdown and still reeling with
the shock of it all. Our online services were at the most basic - just
me with my laptop, following Marc Falconer’s instructions as to
how to link live to our Youtube channel.
I sat in my garden, laptop precariously balanced on a pile of books,
my outside wifi connection equally precarious, hoping that my
solo unaccompanied singing of a verse and chorus of Thine Be The
Glory wouldn’t be drowned out by traffic or disturb my next door
neighbour.
There had been no morning climb up the Bass to greet Easter
morning with worship (which on one memorable occasion
included a dance), no bacon roll with our friends from St
Andrew’s, no gathering in our church building to celebrate the
resurrection with one another.
Yet, in spite of the limitations, there was something precious
about the experience. I remember being intensely aware of the
birdsong, the daffodils, the sense of new life. I also felt intensely
connected to all of you, even though I couldn’t see or hear you,
and had to trust you could see and hear me. In spite of everything,
I felt joy.
Oddly, for some reason that particular service vanished from our
Youtube Channel a few weeks later, even though most of our

services remain there for years. Marc has never been able to
figure out why.
Maybe it’s fitting that there is no video record of that morning,
and it remains a live experience in my memory and perhaps in
some of yours. Disappearance and reappearance; absence and
presence; sorrow and joy - some strange combination of all of
these were part of the original Easter garden experience for Mary,
the other women with her, and the disciples. No wonder the
disciples retreated later behind closed doors to try to process it
all.
A year on and things still aren’t ‘normal’. There is still no climb up
the Bass, and our bacon rolls will need to be shared on Zoom.
Thanks to vaccinations, restrictions are slowly lifting, but day to
day life, including worship gathering, is still constrained. Holy
Week and Easter worship in the town will be a combination of
online and some limited in-person gathering. A few folks will be
able to gather in the building for an Easter Sunday service (prebooked, masked and socially distanced) but most of us will still be
online. Once the centre opens at the end of April we hope to
resume some kind of regular in-building worship, alongside our
online worship.
We expect some form of restrictions to continue for a good while
yet, and none of us can predict the course of this second year of
pandemic. It is all, as my mother used to say, ‘a bit of a guddle’.
Nevertheless, in the middle of the guddle there are moments of
clarity; moments when the astonishing presence of Jesus is real to
us - in the song of the birds, in the blaze of daffodils, in the way
our hearts burn; in the ability to sense one another’s presence, in
the green blade rising from the buried grain.

As it says in our reflective piece this month: Love is come again,
like wheat that springeth green.

Christ is risen
He is risen indeed!
Every blessing,
Rhona

TWO SPECIAL ANNIVERSARIES
20th March was a particularly special day being the first anniversary
of Tap Twinning and the tenth anniversary year of Toilet
Twinning. The pandemic has reminded us all of the importance of
water to protect our health and stop the spread
of infection – in particular Covid-19 –and
helping communities to access clean water
and handwashing facilities and to learn about
good hygiene.
To find out more and how you can help visit
their web site at:
https://www.toilettwinning.org/

“THE GLORIES OF APRIL”
Orcadian novelist and
poet George Mackay Brown
once wrote of the glories of
April:
This morning is April 3rd - and
the first wash of Spring has gone
over the earth. It is such a
beautiful word - April - that even
to utter it lightens the heart. It is
a little poem in itself. It is full of
delightful images. It has its own
music - little trembling lamb-cries
at the end of a field. The first daring lark lost in light. You feel, in
April, that you have come through another winter, a little bruised
maybe, but unbowed.
These chalices of light, the daffodils, are shedding, one by one,
their green covers and opening their vernal tapers. Soon all will be
stitched by golden threads of daffodils, a lovely spread garment
for Primavera.
[From a piece written by Ron
Ferguson in Life and Work]

Daffodils in Orkney: a
view out to Scapa Flow

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
The Stations of the Cross are a series of images (or sometimes
plaques or statues) which depict Jesus Christ on the day of his
crucifixion and in particular his journey with his cross to Calvary.
The ‘stations’ originally were imitations of the Via Dolorosa (the
Way of Sorrow) in Jerusalem which it was alleged was the actual
path followed by Jesus to Mount Calvary.
The stations were to help Christians make a spiritual ‘pilgrimage’
and to contemplate the Passion of Christ. It is now widespread in
Western Christian churches including Roman Catholic, Anglican,
Lutheran and Methodist denominations. Originally the stations
would consist of 7 scenes arranged in order along a path within the
Church at each of which worshippers would stop and reflect.
Since the 17th century it has been more common to have a series of
14 scenes. The style of these varies widely and often reflects the
artistic style at the time they were designed.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Jesus is condemned to death
Jesus takes up his cross
Jesus falls for the first time
Jesus meets his Mother
Simon of Cyrene helps Jesus carry the Cross
Veronica wipes the face of Jesus
Jesus falls for the second time
Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem
Jesus falls for the third time
Jesus is stripped of his garments (sometimes called the
"Division of Robes")
Jesus is nailed to the Cross
Jesus dies on the Cross
Jesus is taken down from the Cross
Jesus is laid in the tomb

The following depiction of the Stations of the Cross are from the.
the Cathedral of the Most Holy Rosary (Commonly known as
the Portuguese Church) which was founded in 1799 and is the
cathedral church of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Calcutta.

TRIBUTE TO MORAG RENTON
It was with great
sadness that we
said goodbye in
February to our
friend and elder
Morag Renton.
Morag was born
and raised in
Aberdeen, where
she was an active
member of Sunday
school and Girls
Brigade. In spite of a heart condition which necessitated
many hospital visits, she maintained an impressive school
record and went on to gain an honours degree in Psychology
at Aberdeen University, after which she gained her post
graduate teaching certificate.
While a student she met her late husband John, who was
training for the ministry. The story goes that he found himself
with the wrong hymn book in a service and she went up to
give him the right one. It was the beginning of a lifelong
partnership in ministry, serving at Greenlaw Parish Church in
Paisley and then in Kemnay Parish Church, which was to
last until John’s death four years ago.
But Morag was always so much more than ‘the minister’s
wife’. She was an accomplished and well-loved teacher,
working for years in Port Elphinstone where she is
remembered for classrooms full of laughter and energy and
enriching educational experiences. She was also a much
loved mother and grandmother and a treasured friend.

After John’s retirement both she and John joined us at the
West and she described us in the letter she wrote to be read
at her funeral, as ‘the spiritual home where she felt loved,
protected and safe’. She became part of all we do here,
including volunteering in Ubuntu. She answered the call to
explore eldership in 2017 as part of Rhona’s first group of
new elder trainees. The group formed a firm bond of support
and friendship, and it was Rhona’s privilege to ordain Morag
in 2018 alongside the others. Although her time as an elder
was tragically brief, she served faithfully and well, her
compassion, care and humour shining through.
One of Morag’s gifts was her ability to encourage others
through cards, notes, and letters. Many of us will have
received such encouragement from her at one point. She
even encouraged us at her own funeral, in the letter she left
behind.
She died peacefully at home after a short illness, surrounded
by family and friends. She will be greatly missed by all who
knew and loved her, especially her children David and
Gillian, her five grandchildren, and her brother Jim.

Children’s Pages
Mainly Music
Hannah Maitland
was two on 21st March and mum Jill has
shared this photo with us. No prizes for
guessing Hannah’s favourite colour!!!
And it looks like
Eilidh in this picture
of her going off to
playgroup is also a fan of pink!!!
Some Easter Funnies
Q.

How do you send a letter to the Easter Bunny?
A. By hare mail.
Q. What do you get when you pour hot water down a rabbit hole?
A. A hot cross bunny.
Q: What do you call a chocolate Easter bunny that was out in the sun too
long?
A: A runny bunny.
Q. What do you call a mischievous egg?
A. A practical yolker
Q. What happened to the egg when he was tickled too much?
A. He cracked up.

MAINLY MUSIC IN LOCKDOWN
Undeterred by ‘Lockdown’ the Porter family are still managing to
continue to participate in mainly music activities.
On Meadow’s first birthday Nico (her brother) had bought scarves for
her birthday and the children are all dancing to the mainly music
instrumental Parachute Moves (on repeat) which goes very fast and
then very slow!
Meadow, Nico and Rio are clearly having a wonderful time!!

Easter Activities – Help me find my egg basket

PHOTOGRAPHS
Last month we asked for your photographs on the theme of Spring
and Alan Harrow has provided this wonderful image which
beautifully captures Spring in Inverurie.

From Ann-Marie we received this evocative photograph of
snowdrops in Keithhall estate with Bennachie in the distance (with
the bonus of a beautiful reflection on Spring).

Snowdrops – so fragile and yet never defeated by cold, snow or
ice. Great examples of hope, reminding us that warmth and light
are just around the corner.
Imagine green leaves turning to brown in autumn beauty.
Under foot leaves darken, mulch down, crumble.
Snow settles, covering dull, dark earth with a white blanket,
beautiful but cold and smothering.
Through that cold, hardened earth,
a fine green spear pushes toward hidden light.
Bright, pristine, fragile, small, the first snowdrop is born.
You see it and know there is hope, that beauty is not lost,
that love and joy and life, though dormant, are not dead.
Always remember to look for the snowdrops,
to nurture them, gather them, hold them, protect them.
They hold our dreams,
make them real, assure us that love does not falter or end.
Hold fast to the most precious gift:
remember God loves you.
God will hold you through the cold times, those times like death,
God will nurture and care for you.
God will warm you and find the joy dormant in your heart.
You will share that love, celebrate it
and rest in it always.
(Author Unknown)

Next month’s theme for photographs
A very uplifting sight over the next month will be the beautiful
gardens and flowers which we will be seeing all over the town and
countryside. So, for next month we would like you to send us
photographs which you are happy to share with others on the
theme of Gardens and Plants. Please e-mail your photographs to
encounter@inveruriewestchurch.org

Presbytery Planning Update
Presbytery planning doesn’t tend
to be a subject most folks pay a
great deal of attention to,
however as the new plan will
closely affect us all over the
course of the next 10 years, it is important to keep people
updated.
Undeniably and inevitably, the Church of Scotland, both nationally
and regionally, is going through major changes. These changes
were always on the cards, but Covid has accelerated them.
Locally, this means that our church structures, patterns of
ministries, and relationships with other congregations will
inevitably be affected by these developments.
What might feel like the most profound change is the reduction in
numbers of full-time ministers of word and sacrament. To put this
into context, a report to the General Assembly in Oct 2020 noted
that the target set in 2012 of 850 ministerial charges across the
country had stalled and could not be met. As of the end of 2018
there were 979 charges eligible to call a minster. Currently there
are around 700 ministers in post across the country, (plus 100 or
so MDS (Ministry Development Staff), and about 250 vacancies.
Accordingly, presbyteries were told that even the advisory figures
they had been given to work to previously were likely to be
reduced. Although it has yet to be formally discussed and
approved at the General Assembly in May, it is anticipated that
the new target will be around 600 ministries (both ministers of
word and sacrament and ministry development staff) across the
country.

In a nutshell, although no minister faces involuntary redundancy,
the ‘one minister per charge’ model will, over the next 10 years or
so, evolve into a broader team ministry approach.
Locally, this has meant a new presbytery plan which was voted
through at the March presbytery meeting. This plan puts every
congregation into a parish grouping, with the expectation that
each grouping will work increasingly together and share various
aspects of their ministry and mission, including, in the long term,
the minister or ministers of word and sacrament in that grouping.
How exactly this works will vary from grouping to grouping and
hopefully further guidance on team ministry and covenant
agreements between congregations will come out of the next
General Assembly.
For us, we are now in a parish grouping with Inverurie St
Andrew’s. Each church will continue to operate as their own
entity, but a small sub team from both sessions will be meeting
over the next couple of years to agree areas of common mission,
ways of working together, and eventually to discuss the building
targets set by presbytery, and what happens in the event of a
vacancy.
The paid ministry ‘team’ for our grouping consists of myself and
Carl, the current ministers of word and sacrament. Each will
continue to moderate their own sessions, lead worship, provide
pastoral care and so on to their own congregations, while also
working on joint projects like eldership training, bible study,
chaplaincy, youth work, shared services at various times etc.
However, if and when either I or Carl leave or retire, the plan only
allows for one full-time paid ministry across both congregations.
In recognition of the current size of the two congregations, the

plan has also allocated a part-time unpaid ordained local minister
post, as and when an OLM becomes available. It may also be
possible, over time to seek/raise funding for a locally paid worker
of some kind to support our shared ministry and mission.
Clearly, there will be challenges. It will be all the more important
to encourage a team-led approach across the churches. This will
include the development, training and encouraging of plenty of
lay leaders, not just clergy.
We are fortunate at the West that we already have very effective
team working and leadership, including our session clerks, office
bearers, elders, staff and volunteers. I continue to be thankful for
the ongoing support they and the wider congregation have shown
both to me and to the work we do here in the town. I have every
confidence that this team work will enable us to adjust to the reshaping of our collective church lives.
Fundamentally what matters is the ongoing mission of Christ, and
if we are faithful in this, then we will find the resilience to adapt to
the changes ahead and even, God willing, to thrive. I would ask for
your continued prayer as we enter this next stage of our shared
ministry.
Blessings
Rhona

LOCKDOWN LIFE
MUSIC LINKS
Easter is a time when the Church would normally be full of music.
The following links will, we hope, give a flavour of this.

There is a Green Hill Far Away (Cecil Frances
Alexander) is one of the great traditional Easter Hymns. This
recording is by the Gesualdo Six who have completed a series of
short recitals for Lent.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MupXfT-uvyY

J S Bach wrote chorales for all the major Christian festivals.
These were based on traditional German tunes which the
congregation would relate to. One of his chorales from the St
Matthew Passion - O Sacred Head Sore Wounded - is very much
linked with Easter worship. The following version is by the choir
of King’s College Cambridge.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3M4uUJibpvw

VOCES8 And finally, for sheer beauty of choral singing it is
hard to beat Voces8 and the following clip is a wonderful rendition
of the traditional song ‘The snow it melts the soonest’.
https://youtu.be/8x6HUc_93wc

Jeannie Price -Much nearer home a church elder from
Aberdeenshire has written a comedy song about the COVID-19
lockdown in which she has tried to reflect the experiences and
observations of most people over the last year in the light hearted
lyrics. It is set to the tune of traditional folk tune, Wild Rover.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qxw1MXPEM2M

POETRY AND REFLECTIONS
The following reflection ‘I lift up my eyes ... from this lockdown’
by Martin Wroe is read by Kevin Whatley.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FRSLPbNmlQg
The words are available at:
https://martinwroe.medium.com/lockdown-psalm-shorter234d6bc772d8
In last month's edition, we printed Robert Frost’s poem which
expressed his delight when a crow shook snow down upon him.
Here is the same poet expressing the vagaries of weather in April!
An Excerpt from "Two Tramps in Mud Time"
The sun was warm but the wind was chill.
You know how it is with an April day
When the sun is out and the wind is still,
You’re one month on in the middle of May.
But if you so much as dare to speak,
A cloud comes over the sunlit arch,
A wind comes off a frozen peak,
And you’re two months back in the middle of March.

Spring The following does not really qualify as a poem although
often it is attributed to Ogden Nash. It is sometimes called "The
Brooklyn National Anthem". You really need to cultivate a New
York (or ‘New Yoik’) accent to deliver this effectively!
Spring has sprung, the grass is ris,
I wonder where the boidies is
The boid is on the wing,
But that’s absoid
From what I hoid
The wing is on the boid!

FUNNY PICTURES AND VIDEOS

‘Everyone should have an elephant’ –
this is a hilarious video about the antics of
young elephants
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6PfGI02oTLM

And finally, as the poet Martin Wroe wryly observes
At least, in the old days, when you’d chipped in with that
illuminating insight and everyone carried on as if you weren’t
there, it was because it wasn’t that illuminating. Not because you
were still on mute.

Ways of connecting April 2021
Although restrictions are gradually lifting,
worship in April will continue to be mostly
online. Once the centre re-opens at the end of
the month, we expect to re-introduce regular
in-building worship, alongside our online
services. In-building worship will continue to
be subject to booking/masking/socially distanced restrictions until
we are told otherwise.
Rhona will be on annual leave from 12 to 19 April. Pastoral cover
will be provided by Rev Carl Irvine 01467 629163
CIrvine@churchofscotland.org.uk)
REMEMBER - CLOCKS GO FORWARD BY ONE HOUR
ON SUNDAY 28TH MARCH
IDCT Holy Week services Mar 29th -Apr 2nd
These are being offered mostly in online format, at 7.30 pm each
evening, with a different church responsible for each service. They
will be posted on each church’s usual platforms and we will post
all the links, once received, on our own social media.
Monday - Wednesday 7.30 pm online, hosted by IDCT churches
(links to be posted)
Maundy Thursday 7.30 pm online, hosted by the West Church on
our usual channels
Good Friday 7.30 pm online and in person hosted by St
Andrew’s. Note that pre-booking is required and is first come,
first served. Places can be booked by phoning Lynsey at the St
Andrew’s Church office on 01467 628740.
A PDF and audio version of Good Friday ‘Walk of witness’
readings will be posted on the West Church website for those who

would like to take part, in their own time and space, in this moving
tradition. We invite you to read or listen as you walk with Christ.
Easter Sunday 8.00 am Zoom joint early morning service and
online Easter breakfast with St Andrew’s. BYOBR (bring your
own bacon roll!)
Easter Sunday 11.00 am combined in-building/online Easter
worship at the West.
Note that pre-booking is essential for in-building attendance as
numbers are severely restricted. To book, contact Kenneth Gray on
620658 or email kennethgray@hotmail.co.uk
Sun Apr 11th 11 am

Live at home worship. Zoom hospitality
after the service
3.00 pm Junior Church via Zoom (nursery/early
primary)
4.00 pm Junior Church via Zoom (later
primary/early secondary)

Sun Apr 18th 11 am

At home worship

Encounter If you have any material for Encounter
email encounter@inveruriewestchurch.org by 21st April
Sun Apr 24th 11am
Live at home worship including online
communion. Zoom hospitality after the service
3.00 pm Junior Church via Zoom (nursery/early
primary)
4.00 pm Junior Church via Zoom (later
primary/early secondary)
Every Friday 11 am Friday Fly. Drop in via
Zoom any time between 11 and 12 for a blether
Contact Rhona for the link

If you have internet access, please keep an eye on the website and the
Inverurie West Church Facebook page for updates. You do not need to
have a Facebook account to view the Inverurie West Church Facebook
page.
The Prayer Group continues to meet via WhatsApp. Prayer requests can
be sent to olive.duncan@hotmail.co.uk or duncan.linda1@btinternet.com.
CHURCH CONTACT ADDRESS - Our contact email address for those looking
for help with collection/delivery of supplies or medication is
help@inveruriewestchurch.org.

REMEMBER!
To listen to the 11 am Sunday Services the dial-in
phone line is 01467 343790. (calls charged at local
rates).

WHO’S WHO AT THE WEST
Minister

Rev Rhona Cathcart

Session Clerks

Mark and Gillian Paterson

620285

r.cathcart@inveruriewestchurch.org

625675

sessionclerk@inveruriewestchurch.org

Church and Acorn Centre
Administration
Church Officer

Judith Will
admin@inveruriewestchurch.org
Kenneth Gray
kennethgray@hotmail.co.uk

670850
620658

Rollkeeper

Ann-Marie Coleman

Life & Work

Irene Jamieson

Safeguarding Coordinators

Valerie Napier
Gail Buchan

623279
622145

Transport Co-ordinator
Acorn Centre
Management Team
Environmental Matters
Team

Linda Mathers
Laura Gray

622586

Fabric Team

Jim Lyle

Finance Team

rollkeeper@inveruriewestchurch.org
irenejamieson@live.co.uk

lauragray25@btinternet.com

Joy Doorghen
doorghens@hotmail.com
jimlyle@hotmail.co.uk
Alan Sharp sharp3@btinternet.com

Treasurer

Alison Blair

Committed Giving
Envelopes
Gift Aid

Cindy Farquhar
Cindyfarquhar25@yahoo.com
Mandy Aitken

Junior Church Team

Biff Barrow

Pastoral Care Team

Rev Rhona Cathcart

Social/Fundraising Team

620378

treasurer@inveruriewestchurch.org

mandyaitken@sky.com

biff.barrow@tiscali.co.uk
r.cathcart@inveruriewestchurch.org

Joyce Petrie
joycepetrie21@hotmail.com

620658
620823
624159

620677

07532
487788

623096
620285
620932

